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Figure 1. PRISMA flow chart of the selection process

7599 records identified through electronic database search
and manual searching of citations from relevant studies

Removed: 3017 duplicates; 650 pre-1989 records*

3932 records screened for relevance

3707 records excluded based on title and abstract
(no original data, online full text not available, did
not meet inclusion criteria)

225 records retained for detailed evaluation of full text

218 records excluded: Insufficient data/did not meet
inclusion/exclusion criteria (eg, no H. pylori data,
patients with upper gastrointestinal bleeding but

without non-bleeding controls)

7 original articles included in the meta-analysis

* Excluded because Helicobacter pylori not named until 1989.



Figure 2. Baujat plot! of the studies in terms of their contributions to the Q statistic and
the summary odds ratio
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The notable outliers were the articles by Shiotani et al. (2014), which contributed
nearly 7 to the Q statistic and had the greatest effect on the summary result, and by Udd
et al. (2007), which contributed more than 6 to the Q statistic, but did not have a large
effect on the summary result. Studies: 1. Aalykke et al. (1999); 2. Cullen et al. (1997); 3.
Lanas et al. (2002); 4. Santolaria et al. (1999); 5. Shiotani et al. (2014); 6. Sostres et al.
(2015); 7. Udd et al. (2007).
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Figure 3. Trim-and-fill plot generated to assess likelihood of publication bias
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The blue closed circles represent studies included in the meta-analysis; the x-axis is the
natural logarithm of the odds ratio for the risk of upper gastrointestinal haemorrhage
(H. pylori-positive low dose aspirin users v H. pylori-negative patients). The white open
circles represent positions of negative studies in a more balanced plot.



