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THIS IS THE FIRST of four volumes by Lieu-
tenant Colonel Robert Likeman recording the
history of Australian army doctors in World War L.
It covers the Dardanelles Campaign and is a
landmark in Australian military medical history.

LtCol Likeman is an experienced army medical
commander trained in obstetrics and gynaecol-
ogy, tropical medicine, and remote and rural
medicine. He is also an established military
medical historian and writes with clarity and
elegance.

The book is the product of painstaking
research using the Australian War Memorials
nominal roll, the National Archives of Australia’s
service records, the Australasian Medical Pub-
lishing Company’s library and many other
sources of information.

It is a comprehensive history of 270 Australian Imperial Force
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British Army or as Australian infantry officers
are also noted.

The authors note and introduction, com-
bined with the first two chapters, provide an
excellent summary of the military and medical
events that led to Gallipoli. Each chapter has
background information on key senior person-
nel, medical problems and general matters.

The medical officers’ personal data are pre-
sented on the basis of the order of battle of the
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps in the
Dardanelles in 1915. Summarised army unit
battle histories act as preambles to the medical
officer details. An alphabetical list of AIF doc-
tors is provided, as well as a thorough overall
index.

The end result of this great diligence and
superb execution is a well illustrated, encyclo-
paedic volume that is also of a manageable,
compact size. The work is a tour de force of

World War I Australian military medical history, and I await the

(AIF) medical officers. It includes their pre- and post-campaign
career achievements, including Palestine, the Western Front in
France, and World War II. Australian doctors who served in the

next three volumes with great anticipation.

Peter D Byrne
General Surgeon and Retired Colonel
Wirrabara, SA
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