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TO THE EDITOR: It is incorrect for Chong
and colleagues to state that “during the finan-
cial year 2006–07, 32777 people were admit-
ted to hospital in Australia due to road
crashes”. It is also wrong for them to claim “it
is often not clear how many of these road
crashes are traffic crashes, and how many are
non-traffic crashes”.1 Henley and Harrison
report that there were 52066 people seriously
(but not fatally) injured due to land transport
injury in 2006–07, and 32777 of these
(63.0%) occurred in traffic (on-road) acci-
dents.2 A further 13639 (26.2%) land trans-
port injury cases in that year were explicitly
described as non-traffic (off-road) accidents.

The National Injury Surveillance Unit of
the Australian Institute of Health and Wel-

fare regularly publishes transport injury-
specific analyses, including reports on land
transport injuries (both traffic and non-
traffic), rail-related transport injuries and
transport injuries involving Indigenous Aus-
tralians. The most recent of these reports is
Henley and Harrison’s.2 In addition to the
statistics mentioned above, they also report
that the national age-standardised rate of
non-traffic transport injuries was 66.5 per
100 000 population. In the previous year,
this rate was 67.2 per 100 000 population.3

The next report in this series, to be pub-
lished shortly, will include analysis of
national trends in the rate of non-traffic
transport injuries over the period 2000–01
to 2007–08.
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IN REPLY: We acknowledge our error in
reporting Henley and Harrison’s findings,1

and commend Bradley and colleagues for
providing information about traffic and
non-traffic transport injuries separately. We
are also pleased that the National Injury
Surveillance Unit will soon publish a report
including analysis of trends in non-traffic
transport injuries, extending our analyses
beyond New South Wales. This is consistent
with our conclusion that more needs to be
done to understand non-traffic crashes.2 We
defend our claim that the statistics in many
reports and articles often do not clearly
distinguish between traffic and non-traffic
crashes and injuries.
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