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To the Editor,

The proliferation of e-mobility devices—including e-scooters,
e-bikes and e-skateboards—has transformed urban transport
across Australia. However, this shift has come at a cost to paedi-
atric safety. Queensland emergency departments have reported a
sharp increase in injuries among children, with recent data from
the Gold Coast revealing 221 presentations among children aged
0-15years between May 2024 and April 2025 [1]. A Sunshine
Coast audit identified 176 paediatric cases (ages 5-15years) over
2023-2024, with 11% classified as life-threatening. Notably, 42%
of riders were not wearing helmets, and 36% exceeded the legal
speed limit of 25km/h [2].

Although Queensland Police have taken commendable steps
through targeted operations to address unsafe use, the regu-
latory framework remains less stringent than in other juris-
dictions. In Queensland, children aged 12-15years are legally
permitted to ride personal e-mobility devices if supervised by an
adult. Unlike other states, Queensland allows private e-scooter
use on public infrastructure. In contrast, New South Wales
restricts private e-scooter use to regulated trials, and Victoria
mandates a minimum rider age of 16years [3]. These discrep-
ancies might contribute to increased risk for young users in
Queensland.

The Medical Journal of Australia has previously published re-
search describing risks observed with shared e-scooter use, par-
ticularly helmet non-compliance and illegal riding behaviours
[4, 5]. These concerns are magnified in paediatric populations,
who have poorer hazard perception and less appreciation of traf-
fic risk.

To protect vulnerable users, Queensland should align its laws
with those of other states and invest in targeted education cam-
paigns for children and families. Specifically, I urge the follow-
ing reforms:

B Prohibit the use of e-mobility devices by children under
l6years of age.

B Mandate compulsory registration for e-mobility devices
used on public roads.

B Prohibit the use of privately owned e-scooters on public

roads and footpaths.

Without coordinated action, preventable injuries will continue
to burden our health system and compromise child safety.
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