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Background:

On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, drawing the United States into World War II.

Within hours, President Franklin D. Roosevelt began preparing the address he would deliver to
Congress the following day, known today as the "Day of Infamy" Speech. Numerous handwritten
edits transformed an early draft into one of the most recognizable speeches in American history.

That same evening, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt delivered a national radio address. Speaking
directly to American families, she acknowledged fear and uncertainty while encouraging citizens
to remain calm, support one another, and continue their daily responsibilities. Like President
Roosevelt's speech, her remarks also underwent revisions before being broadcast.

Together, these documents provide a unique opportunity to examine how language, audience,
tone, and purpose shaped America's response during one of its most pivotal moments.

Time:
45-60 minutes

Grade Levels:
8-12

Historical Thinking Skills:

Primary Source Analysis
Sourcing
Close Reading
Historical Contextualization
Argumentation
Comparing Perspectives

Learning Objectives:

Students will:
Analyze draft and final versions of historical speeches
Identify revisions, additions, and omissions made during the writing process
Explain how language can influence public opinion during times of crisis
Compare how Franklin D. Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt addressed Americans following
the attack on Pearl Harbor

Essential Questions:

How do revisions to speeches reveal a leader’s
goals, priorities, and intended audience?
How do audience and purpose influence the
words a leader chooses during a crisis?
How do changes in wording affect the tone and
impact of a speech?
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Activity 1: Spot the Changes
Divide students into small groups.

Provide each group with the draft and final version of one speech at a time.

Students should:

Highlight words or phrases that changed
Circle words that were removed
Underline language that was added
Record at least five significant revisions

Materials

Students should have access to:
Early draft of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Infamy Speech
Final version of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Infamy Speech
Early draft of Eleanor Roosevelt’s December 7  radio address th

Final transcript of Eleanor Roosevelt’s radio address
Student comparison worksheet
Writing utensil

Lesson: Primary Source Analysis

Discussion Questions

For each change, ask students:

Why might this change have been made?
How does the revision change the effectiveness, tone, or impact of the speech?
Does it sound more reassuring or more urgent?
Does it make the speaker sound more confident?
What reaction might the speaker hope to inspire?

Activity 2: Compare the Speakers
Once the groups finish analyzing both speeches, bring the class together.

Discuss similarities and differences between Franklin Roosevelt’s and Eleanor Roosevelt’s
approaches.

Students should consider:

Audience
Purpose

Tone
Emotional appeals

Call to action



Education@nimitzfoundation.org 2026 National Museum of the Pacific War

Activity 3: Thinking Like an Editor
Choose several revisions from both speeches.

Ask students:

“If you were the editor, would you have kept the original wording or revised the wording? Why?”

Students should support their answer using evidence from the documents.

Possible guiding questions:

Who is each speaker talking to?
How do they define patriotism?
How does each acknowledge fear?
How do their responsibilities differ?
What role does each believe ordinary Americans should play?

Lesson: Primary Source Analysis

Reflection
Have students respond in writing:

Imagine you are an American listening to both speeches in December 1941. What unique
role did each speech play in helping the nation respond to the attack on Pearl Harbor?
Use evidence from both speeches to support your answer.

Extension Activity
Ask the students to imagine they are advising a national leader immediately following a
modern crisis.

They should write a brief speech (250-300 words) that:
Acknowledges public fears
Provides reassurance
Encourages civic responsibility
Considers the audience they are addressing

After completing their speech, students should revise it by making at least five
intentional edits. They should then explain how each revision imporved the message.
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Roosevelt, Franklin D. "Day of Infamy" Speech Draft with Handwritten Revisions, December 8, 1941. Franklin D.
Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum. National Archives and Records Administration.
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Eleanor Roosevelt Papers. FDR Library.
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Eleanor Roosevelt Papers. FDR Library.
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Eleanor Roosevelt Papers. Columbian College of Arts & Sciences

Eleanor Roosevelt Radio Address, December 7, 1941 (Attack on Pearl
Harbor)

​Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, I am speaking to you tonight at a very serious
moment in our history. The Cabinet is convening and the leaders in Congress are
meeting with the President. The State Department and Army and Navy officials have
been with the President all afternoon. In fact, the Japanese ambassador was talking to
the president at the very time that Japan's airships were bombing our citizens in Hawaii
and the Philippines and sinking one of our transports loaded with lumber on its way to
Hawaii.

​By tomorrow morning the members of Congress will have a full report and be ready for
action.

​In the meantime, we the people are already prepared for action. For months now the
knowledge that something of this kind might happen has been hanging over our heads
and yet it seemed impossible to believe, impossible to drop the everyday things of life
and feel that there was only one thing which was important - preparation to meet an
enemy no matter where he struck. That is all over now and there is no more
uncertainty.

​We know what we have to face and we know that we are ready to face it.

​I should like to say just a word to the women in the country tonight. I have a boy at sea
on a destroyer, for all I know he may be on his way to the Pacific. Two of my children
are in coast cities on the Pacific. Many of you all over the country have boys in the
services who will now be called upon to go into action. You have friends and families in
what has suddenly become a danger zone. You cannot escape anxiety. You cannot
escape a clutch of fear at your heart and yet I hope that the certainty of what we have
to meet will make you rise above these fears.

​We must go about our daily business more determined than ever to do the ordinary
things as well as we can and when we find a way to do anything more in our
communities to help others, to build morale, to give a feeling of security, we must do
it. Whatever is asked of us I am sure we can accomplish it. We are the free and
unconquerable people of the United States of America.

​To the young people of the nation, I must speak a word tonight. You are going to have a
great opportunity. There will be high moments in which your strength and your ability
will be tested. I have faith in you. I feel as though I was standing upon a rock and that
rock is my faith in my fellow citizens.

​Now we will go back to the program we had arranged...
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