
 
 

 
Dear Shareholders,  
 
The Nominating Committee has completed its recruitment and evaluation process and has 
selected one Director Candidate to recommend to the Shareholders for the 2026 Director 
election. The Nominating Committee’s 2026 candidate recommendation has received 
support from the Governance & People Committee and the Board of Directors of the Calgary 
Stampede. This year, there are eight Board positions open for election. The Director 
Candidate recommended by the Nominating Committee will be joined by eight Incumbents 
on the ballot.  
 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to recommend the following candidate for election as 
Director at the 2026 Annual General Meeting of Shareholders:  
 

• Cory Royal 
 
A brief introduction of the candidate is provided in this publication.  
 
The Nominating Committee worked diligently over the course of this year to identify, 
evaluate and recommend a candidate who best meets the skill sets and requirements of the 
Board of Directors of the Calgary Stampede. This year’s evaluation process was supported 
by a third-party consultant in order to reduce any real or perceived internal bias with the 
process. The Committee is pleased to present this highly qualified candidate to join this 
year’s incumbents on the ballot for the 2026 Director Election. 
  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or any member of the Nominating 
Committee.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Cherie Copithorne-Barnes, Nominating Committee Chair 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
Nominating Committee & Supporting Membership: 

Cherie Copithorne-Barnes, Chair cherie@clranches.com 403.540.3688 

David Farran farrand@eauclairedistillery.ca  403.519.0641 

Kevin Gregor, DHR Global (Third Party 
Human Resources Consultant) 

kgregor@dhrglobal.com  403.410.6700 

 

LaVonne Walt, Executive Management 
Lead and Corporate Secretary 

lwalt@calgarystampede.com 403.261.0356 

 
Nominating Committee Candidate 

 

Cory Royal 
Cory has volunteered with the Calgary Stampede since 
2007. Most recently, she was Chair of Reception 
Committee from 2023-2025, and she previously served as 
Chair of the Entertainment Sub-Committee of the DTA 
Committee.  
 
Cory has significant experience volunteering in leadership 
capacities at both local and national levels, building 
community and promoting the participation and 
engagement of all stakeholders. Her volunteer experience 
also includes ongoing roles with the Governor General's 
Canadian Leadership Conference (GGCLC) and her past 
role as President and Chair of the Glencoe Golf and 
Country Club. 
 
Cory holds a B.A. Honors Economics from the University 
of Ottawa and a French Immersion Diploma from the 
University of Laval. She is currently the Vice-President 
Operations for Guardian Protective Clothing, and she 
previously held leadership positions in both the telecom 
and banking industries.  
 
Cory was a recipient of The Queen Elizabeth II's Platinum 
Jubilee Medal in 2023 and has served on numerous 
boards, including the Lake Slopes Construction Committee 
of the Glencoe Golf and Country Club, Calgary Grey Cup 
Committee, and the Canadian Paraplegic Association. 
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