


TheCalgaryStampedeFoundationsupportsyouthof Albertaby

providingdynamicprogrammingto enhancetheir leadership

skills,personalgrowth,citizenship,andeducation. Our vibrant

andwelcomingcampusconnectsarts,heritage,andeducation.

Strong Youth. Stronger Community.



The Young Canadians learn so much about theatre technology and production terms, with members 

¹·ÆÆ»À¹úÆÁú¶ÁúÆº»À¹Åú³À¶úº³È·úÀ·ÉúÁÂÂÁÄÆÇÀ»Æ»·ÅúÀÁÆúÂÁÅÅ»´¾·ú³Æú¶³Àµ·úÅÆÇ¶»ÁÅaú¬ÁÇú¼ÇÅÆúµ³ÀZÆú¹·ÆúÆº»Åú

experience anywhere else!

-Parent of a Young Canadianñ



We had a fantastic week and experience at Stampede School. The kids LOVED the activities, and I was 

blown away at how much the kids learned and how excited they were to journal about all the different 

elements of the classes. Stampede School has taught them skills that will follow them throughout the 

rest of the year.

-Grade 6 Teacher

ñ
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On behalf of the Board and staff of the Calgary Stampede Foundation, we extend our sincere gratitude and thanks for your supportand partnership. The last year has not 
been without obstacles and new challenges and we are proud to say that the Stampede community showed true resilience and strength to overcome these challenges. 

In particular, we are inspired by the young leaders, learners, performers, and athletes participating in our programs, as they adapted to the current climate with determination 
and compassion. We began the year with many of our youth programs being delivered virtually, before making a successful return to in-person activities in the spring. 
Whether learning about the history of southern Alberta at the OH Ranch, or giving the performance of a lifetime with the CalgaryStampede Showband, young Calgarians 

dedicate themselves to education, creativity, and personal development on a level that inspires us daily. 

With Youth Campus spaces open once again, and SAM Centre preparation underway, we are excited to showcase our Stampede stories in a vibrant district full of youth 
achievement, super citizens, and inspiration for the future. 

§º»Åú³ÀÀÇ³¾úÄ·ÂÁÄÆúº»¹º¾»¹ºÆÅúÆº·úxÁÇÀ¶³Æ»ÁÀZÅú³µµÁ¿Â¾»Åº¿·ÀÆÅú³À¶ú¿»¾·ÅÆÁÀ·Åú¸ÁÄúÆº·úË·³Ä_ú³À¶úÆº·ú»¿Â³µÆúÁ¸úËÁÇÄú¹·À·ÄÁÅ»ÆË. We promised the community we would ride 
again, and we are proud to keep that promise as we focus on our mission, now more than ever: strong youth for a stronger community.

Sincerely,

Bob Thompson                                                                                                             Sarah Hayes
Board Chair, Calgary Stampede Foundation                                                    Executive Director, Calgary StampedeFoundation



Milestones  of  2021

StampedeSchoolshiftedto online
classesin January,with program
staff andfacilitatorsworkinghard
to continueofferinga high-quality
educationalexperience. It was a
busyspringpackedwith newand
exciting activities, including a
discussion with Canadian
documentarymakerCherylFoggo,
farm animal observationswith
ButterfieldAcres,andvirtualtipi-
raising exerciseswith Darren
Weaselchild.

In the midstof the Stampede
time excitement,the cowbells
rang out in the Foundation
office as the Federal
yÁÈ·ÄÀ¿·ÀÆZÅCulturalSpaces
program awarded a grant
towardsthe developmentand
construction of the highly
anticipatedSAMCentre.

StampedeParkwelcomedvisitorsbackfor 10
daysof celebrationshowingtheresilienceand
spiritof ourcommunity.Ourperformingarts
programswowedaudiences,withtheCalgary
StampedeShowriderstakingpart in more
performancesthan ever before! The
Foundation collaboratedwith the CS
historicalcommitteeto deliverwalkingtours
to guests,offeringuniqueopportunitiesto
seethe Stampedethrougha differentlens.
The TrailblazersTour featuredtalesof the
Westandthepeoplebehindthecreationof
theStampede,whilethePoopToursoffered
anagriculturaloutlook,provingto beahuge
hit!

InAugust,volunteersandfriendsof
the CalgaryStampedegatheredat
vZsÄµËRanchGolf Club to raise
money for the xÁÇÀ¶³Æ»ÁÀZÅ
StampedeSchoolprogram. This
year was a resoundingsuccess,
raisingover $53,000 bringingthe
cumulativetotal raised by this
tournamentto over $1,053,000!
Thankyou to the Divot Classic
committeefor theirdedicationand
supportorganizingthis greatday
foragreatcause.
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The CanadianFederalElectiontook
placeinSeptember,withDohertyHall
being transformedinto a polling
station for the occasion. Youth
Campuscontinuesto cometo lifewith
community bookings and events
happening throughout the year,
solidifyingthe sitesrole asa world-
classcommunityhub for artistsand
membersof thepublic.

4-H Rodeomadea successfulreturn to
StampedePark in Septemberwith 67
participantstaking part in clinicswith
professionalinstructionin areasof Roping,
Horsemanshipand Goat Tying. Instructors
included CS Championsand Canadian
Champions,aswellassomeup-and-coming
competitorsin Rodeo. Therewas alsoa
rodeocompetition,whereparticipantswere
eagerto showcasetheir learningsandfor
many,competefor thefirsttime.

In September,studentsfrom St James
Schoolin Calgarywereamongthe first
to experiencethe return of in-person
classesat the OH Ranch. Oneteacher
saidÔ{amstilltakingin thedaythatmy
classhadat the OH Ranch. As I was
observingthe studentsthroughoutthe
day,I couldseehoweverysinglelearner
was havingan²³º³¿Á¿·ÀÆZin this
specialplace.Theplace,andthepeople,
hadanimpactonallof usthatwilllasta
lifetime.Ü

On December1, the Optimist Festive
Showcasekickedoff the holidayseason
with upbeat,festivenumbersfrom the
CalgaryStampedeShowbandand the
YoungCanadians,aswellasothermusical
groupsfrom acrossCalgary. ª·Z¶like to
thanktheOptimistClubof Calgaryfor their
support throughout the year, and for
puttingon sucha wonderfulevent.ª·Z¶
also like to congratulatethe young
performersfor anotherstellarproduction
thatleftsmilesonourfacesfordays!



The OH Ranch gave us an absolutely extraordinary experience. It was learning beyond 

anything that one can achieve in the classroom.

- Grade 4 Teacherñ
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Strong  Youth.  Stronger  Community.

Impactofprograms

In2021, thefocusof ourprogramswasto providestudentsjustwhat
theyneededatthistime:thesupportsystem;activitiestheylove;social
connectionsand community; senseof belonging; momentsof
confidenceandgrowth;carefor themasyoungpeople;andaeuphoric
feelingof gettingbackto whattheylove.

o SafestplacepossibleØOur team went aboveand beyond
restrictions,workingwithAlbertaHealth,governmentbodies,and
other communityorganizationsto be preparedto welcome
studentssafelywhenable.

o Adaptable,Flexible,CreativeØProgrammingremainedcreative,
with collaborativealternativeprogrammingincludingStomp!
workshops,video production,zoom showcasesand hybrid
learningstyles.

o FocusonwellnessØWellnessworkshopswereheldfor performing
artsmembers,with accessto counselling,memberdrop-insto
supportmembersthroughthistime,dedicatedsocialtimeduring
rehearsals,andadaptedclassesandrehearsalsto allowfor better
conversation.

YouthDevelopmentFramework

Ourprogramsusefourpointsof wonderfulØsenseof belonging; developinglifelong
skills; impactof programs; communityreachØsharingacommonpurposein building
strongyouthanddevelopingacademic,performance,andlifeskills.

Sense of Belonging Developing Life Long Skills

Impact of Programs Community Reach



Stampede  School

15 
Virtual classes

StampedeSchoolisafirst-class,week-longeducationalexperiencefor studentsin
grades1to 12thatrelocatestheirclassroomto StampedePark.Intheirnewsetting,
studentsand teachersexperiencedeep and innovativelearningand make
connectionsto history,agriculture,Indigenouscultures,andwesternheritage.

An advantageof virtualdeliveryhasbeenÅÆÇ¶·ÀÆÅZopportunitiesto visitnew
placesviaZoom. Thisyear,lessonsweredesignedwherestudentswouldvirtually
visitKnoxvilleFarmsto learnabouthorses,LantzFarmsto learnaboutdryland
farmingandwhereour food comesfrom,andButterfieldAcreswherestudents
observedthespringbabiesandlearnedabouttheeverydayrolethesefarmanimals
haveinourlives.

Ôs¾¾of my studentswereengagedwith the work they participatedin; asking
questionsabout the Big Four,makinganimalobservations,learningabout
Indigenousperspectivesand waysof life,and learningthe storiesbehindthe
beautifulStampedeposters.A definitehighlightwasourchickeneggobservations,
whenwewitnessedalittlechickhatchinglive!Whatatrulyspecialexperience.Ü

-Grade4Teacher
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6
In-person classes

570 
Students 

(approximate number)

25
Guest Speakers 





OH  Ranch  Education

11
Classes took part in the 
virtual pilot program

§º·ú¢zú¥³Àµºúw¶Çµ³Æ»ÁÀúÂÄÁ¹Ä³¿ú·ÊÂ¾ÁÄ·Åús¾´·ÄÆ³ZÅúº»ÅÆÁÄË_úº·Ä»Æ³¹·_ú
sustainability, herd management and more. The program provides direct 
connections to Grade 4, 5 and 6 Science and Social Studies curriculum through 
ÇÀ»ÃÇ·_ú»ÀÆ·Ä³µÆ»È·ú³À¶ú³ÇÆº·ÀÆ»µú¾·³ÄÀ»À¹ú·ÊÂ·Ä»·Àµ·Åú³ÆúÁÀ·úÁ¸ús¾´·ÄÆ³ZÅú¿ÁÅÆú
historic properties.

We were pleased to launch our virtual pilot project in spring 2021. This pre-program 
component gives insight into the importance of a visit to the OH Ranch, as well as 
ÅÆÄ·À¹Æº·À»À¹úÅÆÇ¶·ÀÆÅZúµÁÀÀ·µÆ»ÁÀÅú´·ÆÉ··ÀúÆº·»Äú¾·³ÄÀ»À¹Åú³ÆúÆº·úÄ³ÀµºúÆÁúÆº·ú
curriculum. Feedback for the pilot program was very positive, with teachers 
remarking that virtual sessions kept students interested and engaged.

Ô{úµÁÇ¾¶úÅ··úÅÆÇ¶·ÀÆÅZú¸³µ·Åú¾»¹ºÆúÇÂúÉº·ÀúÆ³¾½»À¹ú³´ÁÇÆúÆº·úxÁÁÆº»¾¾ÅúÄ·¹»ÁÀ_úÂºËÅ»µ³¾ú
features of the land and OH Smith Øall of which they have learned about this year. 
Using Google Earth to see the size of an acre and the size of OH Ranch in 
comparison to the school and Stanley Park was effective. This virtual experience 
makes it possible to offer the program to more students and the learning was 
»ÀµÄ·¶»´¾ËúÈ³¾Ç³´¾·aÜ

-Teacher, Rideau Park School
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10
In-person visits to the 

OH Ranch

506
Students participating in 

OH Ranch Education 
classes or components 

since Jan 2020





The Calgary Stampede Showband is a premiere performance ensemble with youth 
aged 16 to 21 from Calgary and the surrounding area. With over 200* annual 
performances, the program offers diverse opportunities to develop performance, 
musicianship, interpersonal, and leadership skills.

Some members returned to in-person rehearsals in March of this year, with all 
members being back together in June, ready for their return to the Calgary 
Stampede. The Showband ended their season on a spectacular note, with their 
return to the steps of the Saddledome. Audiences were blown away by energetic 
performances by band members and the colourguard. The band was also able to 
perform its field show production in front of an excited audience the day before 
Stampede. In a standard year, rehearsals would begin in January, however these 
talented musicians were able to deliver high-quality performances after just five 
weeks of practice, an inspiring feat!

Ô§º»ÅúË·³ÄúÉ³ÅúÅÁúÅÂ·µ»³¾_úÉ»ÆºúÆº·úÂÄÁ¹Ä³¿ú¶Á»À¹ú·È·ÄËÆº»À¹ú»Àú»ÆÅúÂÁÉ·ÄúÆÁúÄÇÀú³Åú
normal. Showband means the whole world to me, and I would never miss it for 
³ÀËÆº»À¹ú·¾Å·aú{ÆZÅú¿ËúÆÄÇ·ú¸³¿»¾Ëú³À¶úÆÄÇ·úºÁ¿·aÜ

-Showband Member
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Calgary  Stampede  Showband

129
Showband members in 

2020/21

108 
Returning members in 

2020/21

357 
Number of rehearsal 

hours

* Approximate number in a standard year

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7d1Fkml46k




The Young Canadians School of Performing Arts is an engaging opportunity to 
train youth in dance, voice and performance, by a professional faculty. Training is 
provided by a diverse team of specialists who encourage technical development, 
artistic creation and performance excellence. The Young Canadians train and 
perform throughout the year, leading to their performance for an enthusiastic 
audience at the annual Bell Grandstand Show at the Calgary Stampede.

This year, members of the Young Canadians worked on their ensemble 
Â·Ä¸ÁÄ¿³Àµ·úÆÁúµÄ·³Æ·ú³úÅ·Ä»·ÅúÁ¸úÅÂ·µÆ³µÇ¾³ÄúÈ»¶·ÁÅú¸ÁÄú²§º·ú£ÄÁ¼·µÆZaú§º·Å·úÈ»¶·ÁÅú
feature Stampede Park locations, while promoting the creativity of the youth 
involved in their program as they showcase their skills. These impressive 
performances are available to view below.

Rise Up ØAndraDay ØSenior Company Young Canadians

Come Alive ØThe Greatest Showman ØYoung Canadians

ÔsÅúÂ³Ä·ÀÆÅú»ÀúÆº·ú¿»¶¶¾·úÁ¸ú³úÂ³À¶·¿»µ_úÉ·ú¹Ä·³Æ¾Ëú³ÂÂÄ·µ»³Æ·¶úÆº·ú¿·³ÅÇÄ·ÅúÆº³Æú
the Young Canadians took to ensure the safest environment for all members. On 
performance nights from the Grandstand Show, our daughter came home with so 
many exciting things to talk about. When she saw people in the seats and  on the 
tarmac she felt doubly inspired, talking about the connection with audience 
¿·¿´·ÄÅú³À¶ú¸··¶»À¹úÁ¸¸úÆº·»Äú·Êµ»Æ·¿·ÀÆaú{ÆúÉ³Åú³ÅúÅº·úÂÇÆú»Æ_ú²Æº·ú´·ÅÆú·ÊÂ·Ä»·Àµ·ú
Á¸úº·Äú¾»¸·TZÜ

-YC Parent
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The  Young  Canadians

120
Young Canadians 

in 2020/21

292
Rehearsal and 

Performance hours

794
©»·ÉÅúÁ¸ú²§º·ú£ÄÁ¼·µÆZúÈ»¶·ÁÅ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRrAZciSsFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWxQCGTmbVo
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Clinics and workshops

The Calgary Stampede Showriders are a unique musical team and mounted 
colourguard for Alberta youth aged 14 to 21. The Showriders program provides 
youth with opportunities to learn individual and group horsemanship skills, and ride 
and perform in an engaging and team oriented environment.

This year, the Showriders got back in the saddle for the Calgary Stampede, after 
being unable to perform since the summer of 2019. The team performed daily at 
the NutrienWestern Event Centre and the Grandstand Infield for thousands of 
spectators each day, dazzling audiences with more performances than ever before. 
They continued their summer of shows with a wonderful appearance at the 
Strathmore Rodeo, where members of the public got to meet the horses and their 
brilliant riders.

ÔuÁÀÅ»¶·Ä»À¹úºÁÉú¾»ÆÆ¾·úÆ»¿·úÉ·úº³¶úÆÁ¹·Æº·Ä_úÉ»Æºú¿»À»¿³¾úÂÄ³µÆ»µ·úÆ»¿·_úÆÁúÅ³ËúÆº·ú
¾·³ÅÆ_úÆº·úu³¾¹³ÄËú¦Æ³¿Â·¶·ú¦ºÁÉÄ»¶·ÄÅú³´ÅÁ¾ÇÆ·¾Ëú¡s{~wvúÆº·úÂ·Ä¸ÁÄ¿³Àµ·ÅTÜ

-ShowriderMember
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Calgary  Stampede  Showriders

68
Performances in 2021

12
Showriders in 2021




