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Stampede Spirit Shines Bright

When it came to safety, our team went above and beyond what was required. We coordinated with health 
authorities, government officials, our sponsors and our many valued partners. Together, we built an annual 
Stampede celebration unlike any other, with the layout of Stampede Park giving people room to roam while 
still enjoying their favourite experiences like the adrenalin and excitement of the Stampede Rodeo and Evening 
Show, the cultural experience of Elbow River Camp, the rides and tasty treats of the Midway, and so much more. 

If the past couple of years have taught us anything, it’s that we can make connections and celebrate with our 
community in many different ways: from the Calgary Stampede Foundation’s youth programs, to the Pop-Up 
Stampede experiences with our newest Calgarians, to participating in community initiatives such as the 
United Way’s Basic Needs Drive and Field of Crosses. Through those initiatives, we continued to create 
powerful connections with authentic and entertaining experiences, while preserving and promoting our 
western heritage, cultures and community spirit.

Beyond the ten days of Stampede 2021, we also saw the safe return of other live events to Stampede Park 
and the BMO Centre due in large part to the work put together by the Stampede team to achieve the Global 
Biorisk Advisory Council ® (GBAC) STAR™, joining an exclusive group of leaders in the industry. This 
accreditation program verifies that we have implemented the best practices to prepare for, respond to and 
recover from outbreaks and pandemics like COVID-19. From marathons, to consumer shows, to country 
music concerts and major sporting events, we continued to be a safe gathering place for our community in 
2021, while participating in the Alberta Government’s Restrictions Exemption Program.

We also made significant progress towards the achievement of the Stampede’s Strategic Plan outcomes  
and the creation of a world-class, year-round gathering place for the community. We broke ground on the 
$500 million BMO Centre expansion, which will be a hallmark of our changing city, will have a true impact 
on our skyline and economy, and will act as an anchor in Calgary’s new Culture + Entertainment district.  
We are also progressing toward the opening of the 17th Avenue extension and Victoria Park/Stampede 
Station rebuild, which will see Stampede Park opened up for direct access from 17th Avenue for the first  
time in 40 years. Work is also underway on the SAM Centre. When it opens in 2023, SAM will bring to life 
Calgary’s and Southern Alberta’s Stampede Story through immersive, interactive and engaging experiences. 
Stampede Park is changing quickly, and in very exciting ways!

We have many achievements to celebrate as we move forward in 2022; however, we also recognize there will 
continue to be great challenges ahead. As a not-for-profit organization, and along with our partners in the 
tourism and hospitality industry, the Stampede continues to face significant financial impacts as a result of 
the pandemic.  We are grateful for the support we have received from our government partners through 
financial assistance programs as recognized on page 23 of this report.

We rose to the challenge of 2021 and, together with our Stampede family and our community, we will look 
to 2022 with renewed hope and optimism, and a vision towards the exciting experiences that lie ahead!

Throughout a 109-year history, the 
Calgary Stampede has always been 
a trailblazer. In 2021, we were proud 
to lead the way as our community 
celebration took the very first step in 
the safe return to live events for our 
city — and our country. 

2021 was a year of ever-changing circumstances. Many of the achievements 
of the past year looked different than we might have expected; 
however, they remained very much aligned with the objectives of our 

2020-2025 Strategic Plan. Stampede volunteers and employees continued to find ways 
to adapt and maintain momentum in a complicated landscape. With a reduced workforce, 
and financial challenges, our attention was focused on the priorities that would sustain the 
Calgary Stampede through another challenging year.

Our primary focus was to put on the best and safest annual celebration possible in 2021. As 
a result, our community saw many much-needed benefits with thousands of seasonal jobs 
created and significant positive impacts for our tourism industry partners and local 
restaurants and businesses. We are so proud of how our team rose to the challenge, and 
how our community embraced our safety measures, ensuring Stampede Spirit shone 
brightly in our community through 2021.

Steve McDonough		   
President &  Chairman of the Board 	

Joel Cowley 	  
Chief Executive Officer

https://admin-corporate.calgarystampede.com/CS-2020-25-Strat-Plan/?page=1
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OUR FUTURE 
TAKING SHAPE 

The excitement on Stampede Park 
builds and construction continues  
as we work towards creating a  
world-class, year-round gathering  
place for our community. 2021 saw 
many project milestones, including  
the official ground breaking for our 
BMO Centre Expansion. 

1

Our Future Taking Shape

$500M BMO Centre Expansion  
Breaks Ground
The Calgary Stampede, together with our funding partners and 
Calgary Municipal Land Corporation (CMLC), marked a significant 
milestone for the BMO Centre expansion on April 29, 2021.  
Right on schedule, crews broke ground on the new facility on 
Stampede Park. The $500M project in Calgary’s developing  
Culture + Entertainment District is supported through equal 
contributions from the Government of Canada, Government of 
Alberta and The City of Calgary.

The first two phases of construction rolled out smoothly over  
24 months prior to the groundbreaking, allowing the project to  
officially commence. The design team was chosen in Spring 2019 
and the facility’s transformative design was revealed in June 2020, 
followed by the construction of Hall F through summer 2020.  
Crews worked to prepare the site with extensive enabling works  
and demolition work, readying the convention centre for its  
560,000 square foot expansion.

Designed by leading firms Stantec/Populous/S2 Architecture, the 
building’s innovative design will dramatically transform the Calgary 
skyline. Beyond being significantly larger than the existing BMO 
Centre, offering double the rentable space, the new facility will reflect, 
inside and out, today’s best practices in convention facility design. 

Re-opening a Key Gateway  
to Stampede Park
It has been 40 years since our community has been able to access 
Stampede Park directly from 17th Avenue. Once the main entry point 
to the annual Stampede, it will again open to both pedestrian and 
vehicle traffic as part of the exciting 17th Avenue extension and 
Victoria Park/Stampede Station rebuild. 

This two-part project is opening up Calgary’s Culture + Entertainment 
District to bring energy and excitement to its very heart, while also 
delivering a modernized Light Rail Transit (LRT) station with vastly 
improved accessibility. The first phase of access opened in the fall of 
2021, with the pedestrian crossing across MacLeod Trail and into 
Stampede Park. LRT users can now access the station through an 
at-grade station crossing. Vehicles will be able to cross into  
Stampede Park once the extension of 17th Avenue is complete in 2023. 

Breaking ground on the BMO Centre Expansion.

A look at the future of the 17th Avenue entrance to Stampede Park.

The BMO Centre expansion at the heart of Calgary’s future Culture + Entertainment District.
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Our Future Taking Shape

BMO Centre at Stampede Park —  
the Build Begins!
On December 6, 2021, the first structural steel was raised,  
marking the next phase of the BMO Centre expansion. More  
than 9,000 metric tonnes of steel will be set into place, reshaping  
the skyline on Stampede Park, as we work with our partners  
towards building Calgary’s new Culture + Entertainment District, 
and creating a world-class, year-round gathering place for our 
community. The expansion continues to remain on-time and 
on-budget, with the projected completion date of June 2024. 

Familiar Structures, New Spaces 
Two popular structures on Stampede Park made the move to a new 
home in 2021, as part of the ongoing construction. The Stampede’s 
public art Tipi was installed near the main entrance to Stampede Park 
in 2012, where 17th Avenue will now enter Stampede Park. It was 
taken down in the fall of 2021 and reconstructed in ENMAX Park, 
home to the iconic Elbow River Camp during the annual Stampede. 

The historic Quirk Cabin was also moved to ENMAX Park as  
part of the 17th Avenue Extension project. It now sits just south  
of Sweetgrass Lodge. Quirk Cabin was built around 1885 by  
John and Kate Quirk on their ranch near Kew, Alberta. It was restored 
and donated to the Stampede by Morris A. Shortt in 1986. For many 
years, the cabin was a meet-and-greet spot for Stampede Royalty. 
Recently, it has been used by the Historical Committee to tell stories 
about the Quirk family, as well as highlights in Stampede history. 

SAM Centre — Building the Future, 
Celebrating the Past 
It is history in the making. Years of planning, preparation and the 
careful curation of Calgary Stampede stories and artifacts will soon 
be coming to fruition as the construction of SAM Centre begins. 
Enabling works on the project began in the late fall of 2021 in 
preparation for construction to begin in the spring of 2022. 

“At SAM Centre, you will be immersed and involved in the  
ongoing story of Stampede. With interactive exhibits, artifacts,  
and energizing experiences, the stories of Stampede will come to  
life for each of us. At SAM, you won’t just sit back and listen, you  
will play an active part in history’s greatest living western story—
sharing, learning, and having fun,” says Angie Gélinas, Director, 
Stampede Campus.

Named after the father of Calgary entrepreneur and philanthropist 
Don Taylor, who made a transformational gift of $15 million towards 
the project, and supported by the generosity of many philanthropic 
community members, as well as the Government of Canada 
(Heritage Canada) and volunteers. SAM will be a gathering place for 
Calgarians and visitors from around the world. 

The vision of SAM Centre.A glimpse at plans for the inside of BMO Centre. 

Quirk Cabin, relocated to ENMAX Park.

The BMO Centre expansion as the backdrop of our annual celebration.

VIDEO: THE BUILD BEGINS! 
THE BMO CENTRE 
EXPANSION REACHES A 
SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE. The BMO Centre expansion includes plans for a grand ballroom. The public art Tipi in its new location in ENMAX Park. 

https://youtu.be/WIvMe4gqIDs
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Stampede Spirit Shines Bright

Stampede Kitchens Cook 100,000 
Meals for the Calgary Food Bank 
It went from an empty, quiet kitchen, to the hustle and bustle  
the Calgary Stampede Culinary team knows best. In late April, the 
team fired up the ovens and grills to participate in a unique 
community initiative called Solidarity Kitchens, as part of a nation-
wide campaign. Organized by Quebec-based La Tablee  
des Chefs, the Stampede joined forces with other organizations 
across the country to collectively produce over 500,000 meals  
for food banks across Canada.

“As a community organization, we are so proud to be able to support 
those in need through this incredible initiative, while also being 
provided the opportunity to mobilize our own team back to work,” 
said Derek Dale, Executive Chef, Calgary Stampede.

The meals were made with food donated by producers, processors, 
and partners of the Canadian food industry. The team in the 
Stampede kitchens cooked and packaged thousands of meals  
each day over five weeks to reach their ultimate goal of donating 
100,000 meals to the Calgary Food Bank.

Supporting our Community’s Most 
Vulnerable with the United Way Basic 
Needs Round-Up
The second annual Basic Needs Roundup saw the Calgary  
Stampede once again partner with the United Way and Women  
in Need Society (WINS) in support of those most vulnerable in  
our community. 

President & Chairman of the Calgary Stampede Board of Directors,  
Steve McDonough, joined in a media event to kick off the important 
initiative at the beginning of June, encouraging Calgarians to donate 
personal care items and household cleaners. For 2021, a special 
request also went out for electronics, in an effort to provide greater 
access to technology to those in need. 

At the end of June, members of the Calgary Stampede family, 
including volunteers and Royalty, helped round-up of all of these 
much-needed items and get them delivered to our partner agencies 
for distribution.  

STAMPEDE  
SPIRIT  
SHINES  
BRIGHT

In good times, and times of need, our 
community has always come together. 
From warm, filling meals cooked up 
in the Stampede Kitchens, to the ear-
to-ear smiles on the faces of children 
and their families as they enjoyed a 
unique experience put on by Stampede 
volunteers, Stampede Spirit shone 
brightly throughout 2021.

Stampede Royalty has a friendly conversation during the United Way Basic  
Needs Round-Up. 

The Stampede Culinary team hard at work preparing meals as part of the  
Solidarity Kitchens initiative.
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Stampede Spirit Shines Bright

Pop Up Stampede Returns  
for Another Year of Special 
Community Visits 
There’s nothing quite like having a team of draft horses in your front 
yard to get you into the Stampede Spirit! Horses big and small were 
part of the 2021 Pop Up Stampede initiative, the second year for the 
special program led by the Stampede’s Community Projects and 
Development Committee and in partnership with Immigrant 
Services Calgary. 

Two dozen families new to our community were visited at home and 
white-hatted in the two weeks leading up to Stampede, giving them 
a taste of what the Stampede has to offer. 

“I think once you bring a bunch of cowboy hats, some music and  
some horses, you’re almost there. You talk about the inclusivity of it, 
you talk about the fun that people can have and you talk about the 
community piece,” Calgary Stampede Board Member, Maggie 
Schofield, shared with media at one pop-up visit. “It’s really about 
connecting with the community and people that are coming here 
from other countries.”

Walking Tours Featuring Stampede 
Trailblazers — and Poop! 
Stampede 2021 was all about doing things a little differently,  
and that included the walking tours hosted by the Calgary Stampede 
Historical Committee and the Calgary Stampede Foundation 
Education team. Led by committee volunteers, the tours in 2021 
needed to be held only on Park and with much smaller groups. 

“Like everybody else, we’ve had to pivot and design some programs 
with new safety protocols in mind,” explained Dr. Christine Leppard, 
the Stampede’s Historical Specialist.

The tours offered a unique opportunity to see the Stampede through 
a different lens. The Trailblazers Tour featured tales of the West and 
the legendary people behind the creation of the Stampede. While 
less about history and more about fun facts on environmental 
sustainability, the Poop Tours were a huge hit with both the general 
public and local media.

Pop Up Stampede bringing community spirit to new Canadians. 

Celebrating Pop Up Stampede with a Yahoo!

A member of the Calgary Stampede Foundation Education team greets guests 
interested in taking a walking tour. 

Taking Great Strides with a  
Unique Stampede Program 
When it comes to providing unique and memorable experiences for 
children with special needs, the Queens’ Alumni Committee didn’t  
let a global pandemic slow them down. For this intrepid, dedicated 
group of women, it was just a matter of changing gears. 

With safety front of mind, and in partnership with Lasting Strides 
Equine Assisted Learning, the committee created a brand new  
Giddy Up activation, providing personalized outdoor experiences. 
Traditionally, Queens’ Alumni creates and hosts Giddy Up 
experiences at Stampede Park for hundreds of kids and their  
families each year. They start with Giddy Up Aggie Days, followed 
up by a Giddy Up Stampede event, Giddy Up Rodeo, and finally,  
Giddy Up Christmas. Each of these experiences provides fun 
interactions with animals and other popular Stampede  
experiences. With the need for greater safety measures, a new 
one-on-one experience was created with some familiar aspects,  
and some brand-new components. 

The Giddy Up Strides activation in the summer of 2021 was all about 
helping children experience horse-assisted activities, regardless of 
their abilities. From riding through obstacle courses to pony 
painting, these uniquely tailored activities helped many kids find a 
new sense of freedom and self. And families who have, at times, felt 
isolated and forgotten during the pandemic were able to enjoy a 
wonderful new program in the fresh air and summer sunshine. 

A Giddy Up Strides participant meets a new friend.  Curious horses earn a big smile from a Giddy Up Strides participant. 

A quiet moment as a boy and horse get acquainted. 

Learning to ride with Giddy Up Strides.
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Walking Tours Featuring Stampede 
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needed to be held only on Park and with much smaller groups. 
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Pop Up Stampede bringing community spirit to new Canadians. 

Celebrating Pop Up Stampede with a Yahoo!

A member of the Calgary Stampede Foundation Education team greets guests 
interested in taking a walking tour. 
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Traditionally, Queens’ Alumni creates and hosts Giddy Up 
experiences at Stampede Park for hundreds of kids and their  
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A Giddy Up Strides participant meets a new friend.  Curious horses earn a big smile from a Giddy Up Strides participant. 

A quiet moment as a boy and horse get acquainted. 

Learning to ride with Giddy Up Strides.
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Building Community Connections

The 2021 Calgary Stampede Poster —  
Celebrating Hope, Optimism  
and Resiliency 
With grey skies and snow gently falling, it hardly seemed like a day 
to inspire hope and optimism for brighter days to come. But thanks 
to the incredible talents of two young women, the striking image of 
the 2021 Calgary Stampede Poster was able to do just that when 
revealed to the public in November, 2020. 

“Not only is this a striking image, it tells an extremely important 
story about the Stampede and our community at this time,” said 
then-First Vice-Chairman of the Calgary Stampede Board of 
Directors, Steve McDonough. “Together we are weathering a 
significant storm, and it’s important to find the silver linings and 
optimism in what we are experiencing and I believe Lexi has 
captured that in her painting.”

The powerful work of art was created by 22-year-old Calgarian  
Lexi Hilderman, winner of the Calgary Stampede Youth Poster 
Competition. It features a young Fancy Dancer with rainbow ribbons 
flowing from her regalia, inspired by the image of a young woman 
named Katari Right Hand from the Siksika First Nation. 

“I was drawn to her story and it became important for me to  
learn about her culture and to understand how she feels when she’s 
dancing,” says Hilderman. In developing a relationship with Right 
Hand and her family, Hilderman learned that she was given the 
name Nààpiwa otó piim Akikowan (Rainbow Girl) in 2013, following 
the southern Alberta floods, representing the hope that comes after 
a storm. Hilderman incorporated this into her design. “I wanted to 
show her standing strong, looking forward with determination. To 
me this image is about optimism, and also a representation of youth 
carrying on their legacy and the legacy of the Calgary Stampede’s 
celebration of the arts, culture and community.”

The Calgary Stampede Youth Poster Competition is a unique  
youth achievement program that provides talented young Albertans 
with the opportunity to showcase their talent on a world stage. 
Winning artists of the Calgary Stampede Foundation Youth Poster 
Competition receive funding from the Dustin Peers Scholarships, 
generously funded by the Brandon Flock Foundation. As the winning 
artist for 2021, Lexi Hilderman was awarded a $10,000 scholarship. 

BUILDING 
COMMUNITY 
CONNECTIONS 

If the past few years have taught 
us anything, it’s that we can make 
connections and celebrate with our 
community in many different ways. 
Whether virtually or in-person, year-
round Stampede activities and 
celebrations in 2021 stayed true to our 
roots, creating powerful connections 
through authentic and entertaining 
experiences, while preserving and 
promoting our western heritage, 
cultures and community spirit.

3
President & Chairman of the Board, Steve McDonough, and 2021 Calgary Stampede 
Poster artist, Lexi Hilderman unveiling the 2021 poster.
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Building Community Connections

The Show Must Go On! Youth 
Programs Continue Through 
Challenging Times 
It’s hard to dance when the beat keeps changing, but the Calgary 
Stampede Foundation’s many youth programs didn’t miss a step 
though 2021’s constantly evolving circumstances. As gathering 
restrictions changed, so did programming, with shifts from virtual  
to in-person, indoors to outdoors, and live performances to digital. 
Through it all, the enthusiasm and energy of the students, talented 
young performers and the strong team of teachers and leaders did 
not waver.

Stampede School Returns  
to OH Ranch 
There’s nothing quite like a field trip to the great outdoors, especially 
if it means spending the day at the historic OH Ranch in the foothills 
of the Rocky Mountains. In 2021 educational programming returned 
to the Ranch, with 10 classes of students in grades 4-6 visiting 
through the early fall. Students learned about sustainability, 
ecosystem management, environmental stewardship, Alberta 
history and culture, and much more during their visit. A unique and 
engaging learning opportunity, students walk away from the 
experience developing strong connections to community and 
understanding their impact on the world around them.  

4-H Rodeo Rides Again!
The next generation of rodeo competitors were able to gather once 
again to grow their skills in the sport as the annual Calgary 
Stampede 4-H Rodeo returned in September of 2021. The event, led 
by the Calgary Stampede Rodeo Committee and supported by many 
rodeo industry professionals, offered a day of hands-on learning, 
followed by some fun competition and great prizes for the winners. 
From Breakaway Roping to Barrel Racing, Cow Riding to Goat Tying, 
the weekend was full of excitement for participants who were happy 
to be back in the saddle at Stampede Park.  

A Safe Return to Live Events 
In 2021, our community celebration was the first step in the safe 
return to live events for our city and our country. We were proud to 
have set the standard with our own measures, which were above and 
beyond those required. Most notably, the Stampede was the first in 
Canada to require proof of vaccination, or a rapid test on site, for 
entrance to live music venue, Nashville North. 

In addition to the industry leading Global Biorisk Advisory Council® 
(GBAC) STAR™ accreditation for the implementation of the most 
stringent protocols for cleaning, disinfection and infectious disease 
prevention in our facilities, the Calgary Stampede participated in the 
Alberta Government’s Restrictions Exemption Program for activities 
on Stampede Park in 2021.

From the Calgary Comics and Entertainment Expo to the Calgary 
Marathon, consumer shows to country music concerts and major 
sporting events, Stampede Park continued to be a safe gathering 
place for dozens of community events and experiences through the 
summer and fall of 2021. 

Honouring the National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation 
The Calgary Stampede is proud of its longstanding relationships  
with Indigenous peoples and recognized the importance of taking 
the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation on September 30, 
2021, as an opportunity for the Stampede family to reflect, learn and 
commit to ongoing actions dedicated to reconciliation and inclusion. 
Stampede volunteers and employees were encouraged to access the 
many resources available to listen and learn from Indigenous voices. 

An opportunity to share First Nations culture and tradition with the 
community arose late in the year when the local Lions Club needed 
tipi poles for their annual Festival of Lights display. Volunteers from 
the First Nations Events Committee lent the event 40 of the tipi poles 
from the Stampede’s Elbow River Camp, while also sharing  
First Nations culture and tradition. 

“Opportunities like this give my family the chance to share our 
culture and help non-Indigenous peoples understand what it means 
to set up a tipi, how it’s done and why it’s done that way, following 
the ways of our Elders, and the teachings of our grandfathers, and 
fathers,” said Tipi Holder Noran Calf Robe of the Siksika First Nation.

Xplosive Performances from  
Calgary Stampede Stock 
2021 was a banner year for the Calgary Stampede’s bucking horses. 
Outstanding performances at rodeos across North America throughout 
the season brought major accolades as the year wrapped up. 

The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) announced  
the Calgary Stampede as the winner of its 2021 Remuda Awards, 
recognizing the Stampede’s bucking horses as the most consistent 
and top-performing at their 2021 events, creating the best scoring 
opportunities for contestants. 

“It’s a huge honour to receive this award, because it’s voted on  
by the Cowboys competing at all of the PRCA events, and it’s  
been humbling to be recognized directly by the competitors,”  
said Tyler Kraft, Calgary Stampede Ranch Manager and Stock 
Contractor. “It’s been a standout year for us — the horses have 
performed well, and we’ve leaned on some younger horses that  
have really stepped-up and put on a good show.”

Stampede’s Xplosive Skies was named the Bareback Horse of the 
Year in the 2021 PRCA Stock of the Year Awards.

“Xplosive Skies is an amazing 11-year-old mare,” said Kraft, adding, 
“She’s been a special horse since the day she started competing  
five years ago. Straight out of the gate, she just bucks.”

Closer to home, the Canadian Professional Rodeo Association (CPRA) 
also honoured a Stampede horse, naming Wild Cherry the Saddle 
Bronc Horse of the Year for 2021. Tyler Kraft was also selected by the 
competitors to act as Pick-up Man during the Canadian Finals Rodeo. 

With outstanding performances throughout the year, it’s no wonder 
a record number of horses were invited to participate at both the 
Canadian Finals Rodeo (CFR) in November and National Finals Rodeo 
(NFR) in December of 2021, with the standout performances 
continuing at both events. 

The Young Canadians safely return to practice.

Students explore the OH Ranch. Practice makes perfect at the 4-H Rodeo clinics.

A 4-H Rodeo competitor gets some tips from a volunteer.

2021 PRCA Bareback Horse of the Year, Xplosive Skies.
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Stampede 2021 — Together We Ride Again

The Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth
The Stampede is known around the world as the Greatest Outdoor 
Show on Earth. But in 2021, it was put on by Calgarians for 
Calgarians. Throughout our 109-year history we have been a 
trailblazer, but never more than in 2021. Our community celebration 
was the first step in the safe return to live events for our city and our 
country. We were proud to lead the way, and when it came to safety, 
we went above and beyond what was required.

The Stampede’s success in 2021 was the result of many long  
months of detailed planning by our incredible team. Our decision  
to host Stampede was never taken lightly and was made in 
coordination with health authorities, government officials, our 
sponsors and our many valued partners. The layout of Stampede 
Park gave people room to roam while still enjoying all of their 
favourite experiences, and seating in the Grandstand gave people 
comfort that they could make their own choices on where to sit to 
enjoy our iconic experiences. 

The superstars of the sport once again lit up the rodeo arena during 
Stampede 2021, thanks to a modified quarantine program allowing 
them to safely enter Canada and compete. After an extended 
absence of competition in Canada, many of the biggest names in the 
sport made the trip, including a number of World, Canadian and 
Stampede Champions. 

Coming Out of the Storm Together — 
the 2021 Stampede Parade
In 2021, the iconic Calgary Stampede Parade looked a bit different, 
keeping safety top-of-mind during the global pandemic. The Parade 
route moved to Stampede Park, where floats, marching bands and 
many mounted riders made their way down the midway. Although 
there was no in-person attendance, the community was invited to 
enjoy the 2021 Stampede Parade from the comfort of their living 
rooms through a special TV and online broadcast.

Leading the Parade as Marshal was Katari Right Hand, a talented 
young woman from the Siksika First Nation. The 17-year-old Fancy 
Dancer, whose Blackfoot name is Nààpiwa otó piim Akikowan — 
Rainbow Girl — was featured on the 2021 Stampede poster. She  
was joined by Lexi Hilderman, the 22-year old artist who created  
the 2021 Stampede poster, as well as 2020 Parade Marshal,  
Filipe Masetti Leite.

The 2021 Stampede Parade also welcomed a special group of honorary 
Parade Marshals — a group of frontline workers, celebrating those who 
have given so much to our community throughout the pandemic. STAMPEDE 2021 — 

TOGETHER WE  
RODE AGAIN

After many months of planning and 
preparation, we asked our community 
to ride again — and they did just that 
with the first, safe return to live events in 
Canada at the 2021 Calgary Stampede! 

4

2021 Parade Marshal, Katari Right Hand, with 2020 Parade Marshal,  
Filipe Masetti Leite.

Guests enjoying the Midway at the 2021 Calgary Stampede.

World, Canadian and Stampede Champions rode for the win at the Stampede Rodeo. A new layout offered more room to roam on the Midway.
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Stampede 2021 — Together We Ride Again

A New Look to Our Iconic  
Evening Show
2021 was all about doing things a little bit differently, and that 
included the iconic Evening Show performance. With the pandemic 
impacting the spring Chuckwagon racing season, and with safety 
front of mind, the Rangeland Derby was paused for 2021. In its 
place, a brand-new element was introduced to the Evening Show. 
Kicking off the evening, Broncs after Dark showcased the grit and 
glamour of the western world with high-adrenalin competitions and 
performances never before experienced in the Stampede 
Grandstand. Joining the popular Relay Races, Broncs after Dark 
featured the high-powered horses of Pickup Racing, Ranch Bronc 
Riding and much more. 

The excitement and energy of the Evening Show didn’t end there. 
Headliner musical performances from Terri Clark and High Valley led 
into the excitement of the Bell Grandstand Show, where the Calgary 
Stampede’s Young Canadians took the audience through an evening 
of musical performances, sensational stunts, and jaw-dropping 
pyrotechnics, complete with a finale of fireworks. 

Recognition for a Safe Return  
to Live Events
The first major in-person event in Canada, the first rodeo, the first 
live music. The 2021 Calgary Stampede celebrated many firsts and 
led the way to the safe return to live events.

Inspired by the work of Calgary Stampede volunteers and 
employees, Ontario’s 158-year-old Carp fair proudly held its 2021 
community celebration in the fall of 2021, inviting President & 
Chairman of the Board, Steve McDonough to join in. Known as the 
Best Little Fair In Canada, the Carp Fair celebrated Stampede by 
asking McDonough to cut the ribbon to open the fair. 

A Heartfelt Thank You  
to Our Community
We tip our hats to everyone who took steps to walk forward  
with us in 2021. To the sponsors who stood by our side. To the 
volunteers and employees who stood tall. To the athletes, 
entertainers, and participants who showed up and showed us  
the way. And to our community, our city. We couldn’t have taken 
these steps without you walking with us, side by side.

Our measure of success in 2021 was in smiles and laughter — and in 
great memories made with family and friends. Success was also local 
businesses getting a much-needed boost, and our economy a kickstart. 
No matter how you measure it — Stampede 2021 was a success. 

Live music safely returns to Nashville North.

Bringing Back Live Music — Two Ways 
to Two-Step at Nashville North
In 2021 music once again filled Nashville North and so did our 
community, thanks to a groundbreaking safety program we called  
Two Ways to Two-Step. The Stampede became the first major event in 
Canada to require guests to show proof of vaccination or complete an 
onsite rapid test for COVID-19 in order to enter the venue. More than 
60,000 guests did just that over the 10 days of Stampede, then safely 
danced the night away to live country music. 

A new look for the venue, with open sides to allow greater airflow, 
added to the safety measures in place. In addition, digital queueing 
was introduced in an effort to prevent long lineups. All of these 
measures contributed to a great experience inside. With nearly  
40 artists performing, 2021 had the biggest lineup in the venue’s 
history, featuring a unique all-Canadian lineup. 

An Invitation to Celebrate with  
Our Community
The Calgary Stampede was proud to recognize those who have  
been on our front lines since the beginning of the pandemic. We 
tipped our hats and said thank you, offering free admission to 
frontline workers and three guests for the first five days of our 2021 
festival. The offer was warmly received, with thousands taking the 
opportunity to relax and have some fun at Stampede Park. 

In honour of the high school and post-secondary graduating classes of 
2020 and 2021 who likely didn’t have the grad celebrations they were 
hoping for, we invited grads to commemorate their accomplishments 
with their friends and family at the Calgary Stampede. Grads and their 
guests were offered free admission for the final five days of the 2021 
Stampede, to celebrate this important and exciting time in their lives  
at The Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth.

As a final thank you to our community for riding by our side, free 
admission to Stampede Park was offered on Sunday, July 18. It  
was an incredible opportunity to celebrate the return to live events 
together, and we were humbled and grateful for the support we 
received from our community. 

Fireworks Spectacular
The Calgary Stampede was proud to celebrate the resilience and 
determination of our great province through a province-wide 
firework display on Friday, July 9, 2021. The Fireworks Spectacular 
presented by Bell, took place in Lethbridge, Red Deer, Edmonton  
and Calgary, where we invited all Albertans to join together in 
celebration as we lit up the night sky in recognition of our shared 
goals, and how we came together as a community through the 
challenges of 2020 and 2021.

This incredible display was a must-see, as the largest and most 
sophisticated firework event produced in Canada in 2021. Each city 
experienced the display in coordination with the fireworks at the 
Calgary Stampede Evening Show performance, to a synchronized 
musical soundtrack. 

The Fireworks Spectacular, presented by Bell, lights up the night sky.

Evening Show audiences experience the speed and grit of Pickup Racing.

President & Chairman of the Board, Steve McDonough participating in the  
annual Carp Fair.

Broncs after Dark featured new and exciting elements never 
seen before in the Stampede Grandstand.

VIDEO:  
OUR STORY — CELEBRATING  
STAMPEDE 2021

https://youtu.be/lcrToFqES8w
https://youtu.be/lcrToFqES8w
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Stampede 2021 — Together We Ride Again
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Awards and Accomplishments

AWARDS & 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Calgary Stampede is an organization 
that is committed to delivering world-
class, year-round experiences through 
strong engagement, inclusivity, trust and 
professionalism. We foster partnerships, 
support community initiatives and create 
exceptional experiences for our guests.  
In 2021, the Calgary Stampede was 
celebrated for its achievements by our 
industry peers through the following awards: 

5

Profession Rodeo Cowboys 
Association (PRCA)
The Calgary Stampede was the highest paying rodeo in the  
2021 PRCA rodeo season, with over $1.5M going to the best  
rodeo contestants in the world. Our Stampede bucking stock  
was spectacular in Calgary and at rodeos across North American  
in 2021, earning high honours at the annual PRCA Awards at the  
end of the year.  

Polaris Remuda Award

This award recognized Stampede bucking horses as the most 
consistent and top-performing at 2021 PRCA rodeo events, creating 
the best scoring opportunities for contestants.

Pendleton Whisky Let ‘Er Buck  
Bareback Horse of the Year Award

Eleven-year-old Stampede mare Xplosive Skies was selected  
by the top competitors in the sport as the PRCA Bareback Horse of the 
Year in 2021, an incredible recognition of her skill and athletic abilities. 

National Finals Rodeo 

Saddle Bronc Round Win:
•	 Round 3 – Yesterday’s Delivery, with a record breaking 91 points. 

   

Canadian Professional Rodeo 
Association (CPRA)
It was a quiet year on the Canadian Professional Rodeo circuit,  
but when they were able to participate, Calgary Stampede horses 
showed the crowds and the competitors that they were Born to Buck! 

Canadian Saddle Bronc Horse of the Year Award 

Twelve-year-old Stampede gelding Wild Cherry showcased his 
strength and skill with some massive rides in 2021, earning the 
honour of top Canadian Saddle Bronc Horse of the year. 

Canadian Finals Rodeo (CFR)

Top Saddle Bronc Horse of the CFR – Wild Cherry 

Top Bareback of the CFR – Agent Lynx 

Top Stock/High Score winners were:

Bareback Riding

•	 Round 4 – Xavier Joan

•	 Round 5 – Xplosive Skies

Saddle Bronc

•	 Round 2 – Zoria Hills

•	 Round 3 – Wild Cherry

•	 Round 4 – Redon Acres

•	 Round 6 – Stampede Warrior

International Live Events Association 
(ILEA) Esprit Award — Best ILEA 
Team Effort
The Calgary Stampede was recognized in 2021 as part of the team 
that produced the successful Drive Thru Grad 2020 YYC. The 
collaborative joint venture involved a group of event industry 
professionals, businesses and venues rallying together to celebrate 
the Class of 2020 through a safe, physically distanced outdoor 
experience for students, their families, and teachers.

Accepting the PRCA Remuda Award in Las Vegas.

Celebrating Drive Thru Graduation at Stampede Park.
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Calgary Stampede Partners

A Special Thank You to our Government Partners

The City of Calgary

The City of Calgary is a long-time partner of the Calgary Stampede. Along with providing our 100-year lease and 
support for our credit facilities, collaboration enables outreach into the community to enhance and support civic 
activities through the year. Various initiatives at Stampede Park and beyond engage citizens and guests, contributing 
to the cultural, social and economic well-being of the greater community.

The City is providing one third of the funding for the expansion of the BMO Centre, which moved forward to complete  
phase two and began the final phase to become the largest convention facility in Western Canada.

The Government of Alberta

The Government of Alberta, through Alberta Culture and Status of Women, supported several Stampede programs 
and facilities through an operating grant of $6.055 million. These funds provided opportunities for youth to learn 
about Indigenous culture and sustainability through programs like Stampede School and Journey 2050 and to 
develop performing arts skills to showcase on stage for 10 evenings. The investment enabled 2,500 volunteers to 
contribute their time and talent toward community spirit and executing a safe Stampede, while $250,000 was 
specifically directed to enhance guest experience by replacing the primary power line to the Grandstand along with 
repairing and replacing the roof on Level 5 of this key public asset. In addition, the Stabilize Program supported the 
planning for a rodeo with international competitors and the Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant aided in 
reopening within restrictions of the pandemic.

The Province is a one-third funding partner of the BMO Centre Expansion Project. Construction continued with  
phase three starting in April, on schedule, to double the capacity to host international conventions in 2024.

The Government of Canada

The Government of Canada provided support through the COVID-19 pandemic with income and wage subsidy  
relief. The Calgary Stampede appreciates this support, which helped sustain employment opportunities to deliver  
Stampede 2021, and the Canada Alberta Job Grant (CAJG) contribution of $33,105 to enable additional employment 
opportunities during the year. The 2021 Canada Alberta Livestock Feed Assistance Initiative supported the OH and 
Stampede ranches with $26,090 of relief due to drought.

The contribution by Infrastructure Canada of matching one third of the funds to the $500 million expansion of  
the BMO Centre enabled construction of the primary build to commence, and the main steel frame began rising 
upward in Q4 of 2021.  

CALGARY  
STAMPEDE 
PARTNERS

In 2021, the Calgary Stampede’s safe 
return to live events was not something 
we could have achieved alone. With the 
support of our many valued partners,  
our community celebration once again 
came to life with all of the excitement 
and vibrancy the Stampede is known  
for. Thank you to those who rode with us.
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2021 Partners
Thank you to our partners and sponsors who are passionate about community and share our vision of delivering year-round,  
world-class experiences.

Stampede Champion 

Stockmen’s Club 

Ranchman 
Alberta Canola Producers
Bush Brothers
Canadian UAVS
Cervus Equipment
Corus Entertainment
EFW Radiology
Encore 
Halliburton
McDonalds
Pivotal Energy Partners
Pizza 73
Sentinel Storage
Sobey’s West Inc
Tervita
YETI

Cattle Baron 
Abell Pest Control
Alberta Milk 
Bar T5 Agra Services
BFL Canada
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
The Brick
Burnbrae Farms
Carriage House Hotel & Conference Centre
Clay Webster Performance Horses
Dentons Canada LLP
DynaLIFE
Fireworks Spectaculars
Flipp Advertising
Good Time Party Rentals Ltd.
Graham Construction
Greatwest Kenworth Ltd
Green Drop Ltd.
Hi-Hog Farm & Ranch
Hooey
Kenway Mack Slusarchuk LLP
Kubota
National Smokeless Tobacco
Priestly Demolition
Raymond James
Shaw GMC Chevrolet Buick
Soderglen Ranches LTD
Sunbelt Rentals
Suncor Energy
Tsuut’ina Nation
Vada Capital
Viridian Family Office
WCD
Westcan Bulk Transport Ltd.
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