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Rose, who sells coffee in the French Market
Print; ca. 1876
Léon Joseph Frémaux
The Historic New Orleans Collection, 1951.78



W H Y  W E  
R E M E M B E R  R O S E  

N I C A U D



1682

The French claims the vast lands of French Louisiana. 

1718 

New Orleans is established on unceded Chitimacha land. 

1724 

The French colonial government puts Code Noir into effect in order to control the growing enslaved population.

It prohibited interracial marriage,  made Sunday a day of rest for slaves,  and allowed emancipation through manumission if petitioned by the slave 
master.   

1763

The French sell Louisiana to the Spanish after economic downfall both in the colonies and France.

1769

The Spanish crown establishes law and military power in Louisiana.

1777

The Spanish enforce their Black Code, based on Code Noir, which legalizes manumission in addition to coartación – enslaved peoples being able to 
purchase their own freedom for 25 pesos if permitted by both slave masters and a approval board.

1803

The Spanish sell Louisiana back to the French for a three-week period before the U.S makes the Louisiana Purchase. 

1809

Thousands of refugees from San Domingue, Haiti arrive in New Orleans changing the racial landscape of the city and increasing the Free People of Color 
population. 

1812

Louisiana officially becomes a U.S state

Creating the New 
Orleans of Rose Nicaud
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City Census 

Pictures Of New Orleans - The Bazaar, 
Sunday Morning - The Celebrated French 
Market
Wood engraving (print); ca. 1867
By James Earl Taylor
The Historic New Orleans Collection, 
1982.93
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Merchant of rice fritters
Print; ca. 1876
By Léon Joseph Frémaux
The Historic New Orleans Collection, 1951.78
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Maspero’s Exchange Coffee 

House

Coffee stand, French Market
Photography; ca. 1885-1900
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Elvert M. 
Cormac
The Historic New Orleans
Collection, 1981.290.49
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In the Old French Market, New 
Orleans
Ink on paper; ca. 1882
By John W. Alexander
The Historic New Orleans 
Collection, 1953.71
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1812

Rose Nicaud is born. 

1830

American racial attitudes begin to take hold as all Free People of Color who arrived after 1825 
are ordered to leave the state. 

1836

The city is divided into three municipalities in an attempt to segregate the diverse population,

1840 

Rose, now 28 years old, is listed in the city census as a Free Woman of Color and the Head of 
her household, with three female dependents, in the First Ward which contained the French 
Quarter and French Market.

1861-1865

The American Civil War begins in 1861 and in 1862 the Union captures New Orleans. The 
Louisiana state constitution is ratified in 1864 to abolish slavery a year before the War’s end in 
1865.

1868

Rose Nicaud testifies as a witness in the trial of Arthur Guerin for the murder of Edward Forest 
on September 28th, 1868. The fatal shooting took place in front of Rose’s coffee stand and the 
inciting incident occurred at her counter.

1871

Rose Nicaud’s coffee stand is listed in the New Orleans City Directory.

1880

Rose passes away on September 13th and her death certificate lists her residence at #185 
Bourbon Street.  
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