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® Trucking Regulatory Update

Up on deck:
< Ensuring a qualified driving workforce

< Drug & alcohol testing

< Other safety issues
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~ PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS

ENFORCING COMMONSENSE
RULES OF THE ROAD
FOR AMERICA'S TRUCK DRIVERS

Executive Orders April 28,2025
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ATA April 10th letter to DOT
Asked for clarification of the 2016 “Ouade” Memo

Crack-down on ELDT, licensing practices, &
Cabotage

Follow-up ATA letter committing to assistance
of EO.

FMCSA issued updated guidance & assessment
criteria.

CVSA OOS Enforcement of ELP began June 25.
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April 10, 2025

The Honorable Sean Duffy
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 205900001

Re: Commercial Vehicle Safety and Licensing Standards
Dear Secretary Duffy

On behalf of the American Trucking Associations (ATA), we congratulate you on your recent
confirmation to lead the United States Department of Transportation and the recent nomination of Derek
Barrs to lead the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA). ATA is committed to working
with you and your team to increase highway safety among all road users and to address the top
transportation challenges facing the trucking industry. We are already in the process of obtaining
feedback from our membership in support of President Trump's deregulatory initiative, and we look
forward to submitting our contributions.

In addition to our forthcoming deregulatory comments, and in the context of recent concerns raised about
highway safety, ATA has also identified several key areas where we believe that enhanced enforcement
and resource prioritization can make a big difference, forgoing the need for additional regulatory change.
As such, we would like to take this opportunity to highlight three key areas the Agency should prionitize

Furst, safety concerns have been raised relating to Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) issuance,
particularly involving training and qualifications of new CDL holders. ATA has long supported the Entry
Level Dniver Training (ELDT) program that took effect on February 7, 2022. While we believe ELDT has
made a significant, beneficial impact, more work can be done to ensure the integrity of the program.

ATA is concerned that the Training Provider Registry (TPR) 1s still insufficiently robust to shield
prospective drivers and the motoring public from fraudulent and non-compliant training entities that fast-
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s» 2-Part Roadside ELP Assessment

Verbal interview in English only, testing driver's
ability to respond to official inquiries

Highway traffic sign recognition
“ Appliesto CDL and non-CDL commercial
drivers, excluding U.S. territories.

» In US-Mexico border commercial zones,
citations may be issued but drivers won't be
placed 00S.

»» FMCSA published suggested ELP assessment
criteria for hiring and pre-employment.
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» ATA's April letter called for audits of state driver's licensing agency
Issuance practices, driver vetting, and verification.

InJune 2025, Secretary Duffy announced a nationwide audit of
states issuing non-domiciled CDLs, a directive of the trucking EO.
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P\, Secretary Sean Duffy {2 @ @SecDuffy - Sep 26 (A oee
EA B Today | announced two major actions to protect American roadways:

1) SDOT is immediately tightening restrictions for non-citizen
commercial driver’s licenses.

2) All states must pause new non-citizen driver’s licensing until they meet
federal safety standards.

Our message is simple: get into compliance NOW or lose federal funding.

@, Secretary Sean Duffy #2 & @SecDuffy - Jan 14
BOOM!

o 'DUFFY CLEANS UP
AMERICA’S ROADS!

j

TRUCK DRIVERS REMOVED FROM ROADS

Hosted by DISA Global Solutions

September 2025: FMCSA's [FR made immediate,
sweeping changes to the non-domiciled CDL
program.

Key requirements: In-person presentation of valid
Form 1-94/94A (H-2A, H-2B, or E-2 classification
only).

Explicit exclusion of asylees, refugees, asylum
seekers, and DACA recipients.

States asked to pause issuance and initiate
voluntary audits of issuance practices.

Existing non-domiciled CDLs may be revoked at
any time by SDLAs/Federal notice.

IFR currently stayed under court order.
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 Since September, DOT has sent notices of non-compliance to 18 states &

threatened highway dollars from multiple states including CA, NC, MN, NY, & CO
unless issues corrected.

\/

** Mainissues:

Expiration date inconsistencies

Non-domicile CDLs issued to Mexican nationals
Failure to verify work authorization documents

MAKING AMERICAN
ROADS SAFE AGAIN

DELIVERED BY PRESIDENT TRUMP AND SECRETARY DUFFY

Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Blasts
Colorado for Slow Walking Purge of lllegally Issued Truck
Licenses, Threatens $24M in Funding

) .
Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy to Gavin Trump S Transpo:tatlon Secretary.Sean P. D.Uffy
Newsom on lllegal Trucking Licenses: Time's Up Exposes Over 50% of North Carolina Trucking
Wednesday, january 7, 2026 Licensees for Foreigners Were Issued lllegally

USDOT is withholding $160 million from California for not revoking illegally issued licenses & failing to prioritize the
safety of Americans on our roads

Thursday, January 8, 2026
WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy today announced that the Federal Motor Carrier

Safety Administration (FMCSA) is withholding approximately $160 million from the State of California for failing to
cancel over 17,000 illegally issued Commercial Driver's Licenses (CDLs) by the agreed-upon deadline of January 5,
2026.
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¢ October 31st - Secretary Duffy announced new efforts to crack down on
noncompliant and fraudulent CDL training programs nationwide.

2 Announcement follows repeated calls from ATAand CVTA to address COL mills
and noncompliant ELDT providers listed in FMCSA's Training Provider Registry
(TPR).

»» December Ist - FMCSA announced removal of 3,000 training providers and 4,500
pending removals from the TPR.

“» ATA continues to advocate for more stringent vetting and verification processes
to weed out bad actors.
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*» Recent ATA advocacy efforts focused on...
Codifying and integrating ELP into the CDL issuance process
Strengthening oversight of state CDL issuance

Bolstering requirements for individuals to obtain a CDL, including requiring at least
one year with a standard DL

Strengthening oversight and removal procedures for non-compliant ELDT training
providers

Strengthening enforcement against illegal cabotage

\/

*» April letter to DOT, October letter to Congressional leadership, calls from ATA &
CVTA on ELDT training provider crackdown

\/

** CEQ Chris Spear testified before House Judiciary Committee 1/21.
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Driver Wellness &
Substance Testing
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Total Positive Drug Tests by Substance Reported to the Clearinghouse (2020-2025) Dru g ViOIations (as Of .II 06/26)
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. PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS

INCREASING MEDICAL MARIJUANA
AND CANNABIDIOL RESEARCH

Executive Orders December 18, 2025

Sec. 2. Rescheduling Medical Marijuana and Improving Access to Cannabidiol Products. (a)
The Attorney General shall take all necessary steps to complete the rulemaking process
related to rescheduling marijuana to Schedule lll of the CSA in the most expeditious manner
in accordance with Federal law, including 21 U.S.C. 811.
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“* Inresponse toinitial rescheduling attempts in 2024, ATA led advocacy
to preserve DOT testing despite potential rescheduling.

* August 2025 - ATA directed letter to Secretary Duffy urging DOT to
clarify if/how it will maintain marijuana testing for marijuana if the
drug is federally rescheduled.
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*» DOT Panel Changes - In 2024, HHS added fentanyl to the federal testing panel.

September 2025: DOT published NPRM adding fentanyl to drug testing panels,
authorizing biomarker testing, and making various clarifications and technical
amendments.

ATA supportive - with allowance for ongoing reviews of positive rates.

\/

¢ Oral Fluids Testing - The latest: Awaiting laboratory certification!
Final Rule Published May 2023 and effective June 2023.
ATA exploring opportunities to ease requlatory hurdles for labs to certify at FDA.

October Ist: DOT published revised rule on oral fluids testing procedures to align with
EO on gender issues.

* Hair Testing - With new Administration, ATA will continue to advocate for this
essential issue. Indication that HHS is actively working on rule.

ATA advocacy with FDA would help speed hair testing implementation barriers.
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% NRIl(Medical Examiner’s Certification Integration) compliance deadline was
June 23, 2025.

»» To date, 8 states are still not in full compliance & significant issues have been
experienced across the country.

States that have not implemented NRII

+ Alaska + New Hampshire

» California * New Jersey
+ Kentucky + New York
* Louisiana * Oklahoma

»» FMCSA issued a waiver & extensions allowing temporary continued use of paper
MECs by drivers and carriers for up to 60 days after issuance, to accommodate
delays/difficulties in state adoption. Waiver extended to 4/10/26 - likely the final
extension.

L)

* Medical examiners encouraged to continue issuing paper med cards &
drivers/carriers should keep these on file.
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Other Reqgulatory &
Safety Issues
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® Electronic Logging Device Fraud

* October 2025 - ATA Safety Policy Committee and Board of Directors approved
change to policy on ELDs, adding language supporting third-party certification.

L)

Recent evidence of ELD fraud and tampering from CVSA and law enforcement.
FMCSA actively working to remove noncompliant entities from ELD registry.

(4

L)

2 December Ist - FMCSA announced new vetting process for new ELD registration:
Initial review |
Fraud detection

Application categorization(i.e., approved,
information requested, further review, denied)

% ATA assembled working group on ELD third-
party certification and will continue advocating
for additional steps tovet ELD providers/devices.

L)
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® Distracted Driving Prevention
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Distracted Driving Working Group created
in 2024 to tackle ongoing issues with driver
distraction - among passenger car and
CMV drivers.

Areas of focus:
Outreach and education

State and federal handheld device bans and
enhancement of penalties

Model handheld device policies for carriers

ATA Safety Policy Committee voted on and
approved updated distracted driving policy
at MCE.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Reach out @

blyles@trucking.org
703-838-1908

© S3 Conference - Hosted by DISA Global Solutions. All rights reserved. Do not share without the explicit permission.

22


mailto:blyles@trucking.org
https://technofaq.org/posts/2020/08/10-ways-you-can-measure-the-efficiency-of-your-trucking-business/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

	Slide 1: Trucking Regulatory Update  Drug Testing, Driver Qualifications, and Mandates  Brenna Lyles Vice President, Safety Policy American Trucking Associations
	Slide 2: Trucking Regulatory Update
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Ensuring a Qualified Driving Workforce
	Slide 5: English Language Proficiency
	Slide 6: English Language Proficiency
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: CDL Integrity 
	Slide 9: Non-Domicile CDL Emergency Rule
	Slide 10: Non-Domicile CDL Emergency Rule & SDLA Audits
	Slide 11: ELDT Provider Training & CDL School Integrity
	Slide 12: ATA Advocacy on Ensuring a Qualified Driving Workforce
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Drug & Alcohol Testing
	Slide 15: Marijuana Rescheduling
	Slide 16: Marijuana Rescheduling
	Slide 17: Other Drug Testing Updates
	Slide 18: National Registry II (NRII) Implementation 
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Electronic Logging Device Fraud
	Slide 21: Distracted Driving Prevention
	Slide 22

