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2025 HIGHLIGHTS

DISABIL IT IES
Advanced independence for  

1,304  
people with disabilities

Answered a 22% increase  
in calls from people navigating disability 

resources

Brought an innovative health and wellness 
curriculum to our programming for  

semi-independent individuals

    
    

Across our community, the 
need for social services is rising 
sharply amid seismic shifts in the 
systems people rely on. Economic 
uncertainty, growing mental health 
needs, an aging population, and 
disruptions in public funding are placing 
new strain on individuals, families, and 
the organizations that support them. 
Long‑standing safety nets are increasingly 
fragile, even as more people find 
themselves turning to them for help.

In this challenging landscape, Jewish 
Family & Children’s Service is meeting 
the moment for those who come to us in 
need. We respond with deep expertise, 
compassion, and practical know‑how—
addressing immediate crises while also 
identifying root causes and helping 
people move toward stability. Our 
integrated model recognizes that  
people’s challenges rarely exist in 
isolation, and neither do our solutions.

This work is made possible by the 
generosity of our donors and the 
extraordinary commitment of our 
volunteers, who come together to live  
our shared values of kindness and  
charity, and care for one another. 
Because of you, JF&CS is here  
for the thousands of people who  
rely on us each year.

ON THE COVER: Family Table  
volunteers showed up in force during  
the November 2025 SNAP crisis to  
ensure clients could access healthy food.

   

Improved the lives of  

16,000+ people

Galvanized 2,000 volunteers 

Helped 2,313 people  
navigate complex life challenges  

through our free helplines— 
a ~12% increase  

in the last year M
EN

TA
L 
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Provided  
$5.5M  

in client assistance and  
put 3,500 people  

on a path to economic 
stability

Provided1,783 
individuals in 986 

households with nutritious 
groceries and a caring Jewish  

connection through  
Family Table

Responded to a 68% 
increase in requests for 
basic needs assistance

Supported 240  
survivors of domestic abuse 

with advice, safety planning, 
and access to resources

Helped 350  
families navigate 640  
public benefit matters

Helped  

3,486  
people address 

mental health needs

Offered 1,077 support  
group sessions attended  

by 1,212 individuals

Completed  
successful pilots of synagogue 
social worker and peer-led 

support groups in the  
Jewish community

OLDER ADULTSHelped 4,250 older 
adults age with dignity

Provided 527 Holocaust survivors—
including 78 new clients—with home visits, 

economic supports, and social opportunities, and 
increased average support per client by over 

65% in the last two years 

EA
RLY RELATIONSH

IP
S

Promoted  
positive development   

for 1,355 young children  
and their parents and caregivers

Supported 250 early childhood 
professionals with training and consultations, 

impacting 475 children in their care
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from the Letter

Dear Friends,

One year ago, we launched a new strategic plan and made a clear commitment: to meet our 
community’s social service needs in a holistic, integrated way—all under one roof. It’s a goal which is 
both simple and profound, and which reflects the values of chessed (lovingkindness) and tzedakah 
(charity and justice) that JF&CS is built on. I am so grateful to our community for sharing these 
values, and for helping us to be a lifeline for thousands of people in their most vulnerable moments.

This year has tested our shared commitment in real and sometimes sobering ways. The needs 
around us didn’t just grow, they surged. More than 600 Holocaust survivors previously unknown 
to JF&CS turned to us for help meeting their most basic needs. Nearly 800 families have come to 
rely on our Family Table program for groceries each month, up from about 500 just four years 
ago. And nearly 3,500 people came to JF&CS to address their mental health needs.  

As I’m reminded every day, behind each of these numbers is a person, a family, and a moment of 
real uncertainty.   

Their surging need has unfolded even as government funding became more constrained and less 
predictable. Key funding streams have shrunk overnight, and others are at high risk.  

Yet with your support, we protected vital services, grew our impact, and continued to innovate, 
even when difficult decisions were necessary. This year, we embedded social workers in partner 
synagogues, launched clinical support groups for struggling new parents, expanded supported 
living options for people with disabilities, and so much more.  

Thank you to the many donors and volunteers who stepped forward—again and again—to ensure 
that JF&CS could respond with the scale and urgency this moment requires. Every family served 
and every moment of stability restored carries your imprint.

To me, our work at JF&CS is a living expression of our Jewish values in action—not as a theoretical 
concept, but as a daily, hands-on responsibility. Thank you for believing in JF&CS and for standing 
behind our work during an especially demanding year. You have truly met this moment, and 
because of you, so have we.

Gail Schulman 
Chief Executive Officer

Dear Friends,

As I conclude my term as President of the Board of Jewish Family & Children’s Service, I find 
myself filled with gratitude and pride. It has been one of the greatest honors of my life to serve 
in this role.

For more than three decades, my connection to JF&CS as a volunteer has been a labor of 
love. I firmly believe that the work this agency does—caring for people when they are facing 
some of life’s hardest moments—is the most important work there is. 

Over these past three years, I’ve had a front-row seat to what it truly means to meet the 
moment. One moment that will stay with me occurred last November during the sudden 
shutdown in SNAP benefits. As people faced the immediate reality of not knowing how they 
would put food on the table, JF&CS mobilized rapidly. The generosity and commitment of this 
community made it possible for JF&CS to provide 900 people with food in just over one week. 
To witness that kind of urgency, compassion, and coordination in action—to know lives were 
tangibly improved in real time—was profoundly moving.

That moment is just one example of what I have seen time and again: the extraordinary 
dedication of the JF&CS team and the steadfast support that surrounds them. JF&CS today 
is operating in one of the most challenging environments the human services world has 
ever seen. And yet, day after day, our staff and volunteers show up with skill, care, and an 
unwavering commitment to the mission. Guided by the agency’s “Under One Roof” strategy 
and strengthened by the partnership of donors who believe deeply in this work, they deliver 
an incredible range of services with excellence and humanity.

I know that so many of us who care about JF&CS are bound by a sense of shared responsibility 
for one another, and a desire to leave the world better than we found it. This is the foundation on 
which the agency stands, and it’s what continues to inspire my connection to this work.

To the remarkable staff, volunteers, board members, donors, and partners who make this 
work possible: Thank you! It has been an honor to serve alongside you, and I am deeply 
appreciative of the work we will continue to do together.

Steven Weil 
President

from the Letter

president



    
    

 

Lewis Pearlson

Lewis Pearlson has been a member of JF&CS’s 
Board of Directors since 2016, chairing both 
our Disabilities Committee and our Nominating 
Committee, and serving most recently as Treasurer 
and a member of the Strategic Planning Committee. 
A longtime volunteer with Family Table, Lewis 
is deeply committed to JF&CS’s mission and to 
ensuring the agency’s long-term sustainability. 

Lewis is a former partner at LCB Senior Living, 
a senior housing developer and operator, and 
previously spent much of his career in investment 
management. Living in Newton with his wife,  
Heidi, they are the parents of two boys, Harrison 
and Joshua.  

“I believe that everything I do for JF&CS ultimately 
makes a positive impact on someone’s life and 
contributes to a stronger community.”

our newWelcoming

president
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The new Greater Boston Jewish Community 
Study from Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
underscores the complexity of need in our 
community: Among roughly 138,000 local 
Jewish households, nearly three-quarters 
contend with financial, health, disability, mental 
health, or human service challenges—and nearly 
a quarter face three or more at once.
JF&CS plays a unique role in responding to this moment. 
Guided by Jewish values, we proudly serve anyone who comes 
to us for help, regardless of background, while also holding 
a distinct responsibility to care for the Jewish community. Our 
culturally sensitive services span mental health, basic needs, 
aging, disability services, and domestic abuse support.

The urgency of our work caring for the Jewish community grew 
significantly over the past year. We dramatically increased 
support for aging Holocaust survivors to address their rapidly 
intensifying care needs, and 645 survivors newly connected 
with JF&CS for basic needs assistance. We also responded 
to soaring demand for Family Table, our kosher food pantry: 
986 households were enrolled during 2025, with nearly 700 
households receiving groceries each month—a number that 
continues to grow.

To make it easier for people to seek help, JF&CS expanded 
outreach across the Jewish community—working with clergy, 
embedding social workers in synagogues, and piloting peer‑led 
support groups in Jewish settings across the region. These 
efforts strengthen communal capacity, lower barriers to care, 
and ensure that community members know where to turn when 
they need support.

FROM CRISIS  
TO STABILITY
Jennifer was deeply worried about 
her uncle, Eric. Once a successful 
professional and devoted father, he had 
faced mounting personal and financial 
challenges that left him isolated and at risk 
of eviction.

Encouraged by a friend at her synagogue, 
Jennifer reached out to JF&CS. “We’re 
in over our heads,” she said. Our staff 
listened with compassion and worked with 
her to connect Eric to health insurance, 
therapy referrals, rental assistance, 
disability income, and groceries from our 
Family Table food pantry. 

Eric soon began working with a JF&CS 
case manager, making meaningful 
progress toward greater stability. When he 
later experienced a severe mental health 
crisis, his JF&CS case manager stayed by 
his side, helping him process the trauma 
and access the care he needed to begin his 
recovery.

Today, despite their challenges, Eric and 
his family are experiencing renewed 
hope. They are grateful to have found a 
place where mental health support, family 
relationships, and Jewish values all come 
together under one roof.

Names changed to protect client privacy.

Eric

Jewish CommunityJewish Community
RESPONDING TO RISING VULNERABILITY WITH  

CULTURALLY SENSITIVE SERVICES

Provided 527Holocaust survivors,  
including 78 new clients, with home visits, economic support, 
and social opportunities, and expanded average support per 

client by more than 65% in the last two years

Distributed food gift cards to 900+Holocaust survivors, 
645 of them new to JF&CS

Provided 986 households with kosher food  
and a caring Jewish connection to through  

Family Table—an average of nearly  
700 households per month

for the …



Earliest Years
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Serving a family in the earliest years of 
a child’s life can have a lifelong impact. 
For families facing added complexity—
poverty, trauma, premature birth, or 
substance use—the impact of timely, 
expert support can make a profound 
difference. 
Through parent groups, home visits, and clinical 
services, JF&CS’s Center for Early Relationship Support 
helps parents build secure, nurturing relationships with 
their children—the foundation for lifelong resilience 
and well-being. Our teams of home visitors, parent–
child clinicians, and early childhood mental health 
consultants deliver compassionate, culturally responsive 
care at pivotal moments.

Over the past year, JF&CS promoted positive 
development for more than 1,300 families with 
young children. In 2025, we continued to scale our 
effectiveness by training 250 staff in early education 
centers, impacting 475 children in their care. We also 
taught home‑visiting skills to partner organizations, 
introduced new clinical groups that combine clinical 
expertise with the power of peer support, and 
contributed to research demonstrating the effectiveness 
of our parent–child psychotherapy model.

By surrounding families—and the professionals who 
serve them—with expert support during the earliest 
years, JF&CS helps families strengthen the relationships 
that shape lifelong development.

BECAUSE THE EARLIEST RELATIONSHIPS SHAPE EVERYTHING THAT COMES NEXT

NAVIGATING  
AN UNEXPECTED 
PATH

John is the single father of a young 
daughter. When her mother’s substance 
use disorder led to their child being placed 
in foster care, John found himself facing a 
moment he had never expected—preparing 
to parent his daughter on his own.

He turned to JF&CS for support at a critical 
time. Through our parenting group, John 
learned about young children’s emotional 
needs, how they communicate them, and 
how caregivers can attend to them with 
care. Alongside this support, we helped him 
secure housing with space for his daughter 
and stability for their future together.

When the time came to welcome his 
daughter home, JF&CS stood with John 
through the emotional complexity of 
reunification—honoring the bond his 
daughter had formed with her foster family 
while helping John step fully into his role as 
her primary caregiver.

Today, John’s daughter is thriving, 
surrounded by the love of her father, her 
extended family, and the supportive adults 
who helped meet this pivotal moment with 
compassion and care.

Name changed to protect client privacy.

John

in the…

Supported 250 early education  
professionals with training and consultation,  

impacting 475 children in their care

Promoted positive development for 

more than1,355 young children  
and their parents and caregivers

Launched 
new therapeutic groups that combine clinical  

expertise with the power of peer support
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Across Greater Boston, people are 
carrying more than they can hold. 
Rates of anxiety, depression, and 
trauma remain elevated—shaped by 
the lingering effects of the pandemic, 
ongoing global instability, rising fear 
and uncertainty in daily life, and, in the 
case of the Jewish community, surging 
antisemitism. 
JF&CS’s integrated approach to mental health 
strengthens every area of our work with clients, from 
basic needs and disability services to parenting and 
aging. Our mental health services span a wide range 
of needs and entry points—from our Mental Health 
Connect helpline, where callers access psychoeducation, 
therapist matching, and guidance, to clinical case 
management, to support groups that bring together 
1,200 people annually around shared experiences such 
as caregiving, postpartum mood disorders, suicide loss, 
and grief. 

In the past year alone, JF&CS helped over 3,400 
people address mental health needs. We completed 
successful pilots embedding social workers in local 
synagogues and offering new peer-led models for 
group support, lowering barriers to care. 

By meeting people where they are—with care that is 
accessible, holistic, and compassionate—JF&CS is rising 
to meet the mental health crisis of this moment.

Helped 3,486 people  
address mental health needs

Offered1,077 support group 
sessions attended by 1,212 people

98% 
of clients achieved measurable progress 

 toward mental-health-related goalsMental Health
INTEGRATED SUPPORT THAT HELPS PEOPLE MOVE FROM CRISIS TOWARD RESILIENCE

FINDING 
HER WAY 
BACK TO 
STABILITY

Paula, a woman in her late 70s, called 
JF&CS’s Mental Health Connect helpline 
after losing her longtime therapist. She 
was coping with multiple stressors at 
once: her son’s cancer diagnosis, unpaid 
utility bills, and past trauma that was 
triggering depression and anxiety.

Our social workers looked at Paula’s 
entire situation and helped her find a 
new therapist, while also assisting in 
stabilizing her finances. When Paula 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 
shortly thereafter, our team continued to 
coordinate her care, supporting Paula as 
she processed this news and adjusted to 
what it meant for her future. 

Today, Paula is receiving mental health 
treatment and engaging more regularly 
with others. With coordinated support 
addressing both emotional and practical 
needs, she feels reassured and better 
equipped to navigate what lies ahead.

Name changed to protect client privacy.

PAULA
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People with disabilities and their families often 
face a maze of barriers: fragmented systems, 
long waitlists, and the steep “cliff” when 
young adults age out of school‑based services 
at 22. Yet we know that caring for a loved one 
with a disability—and helping them grow their 
independence—can bring tremendous joy.
JF&CS provides integrated, lifelong support for people 
with disabilities—beginning in childhood and extending 
through adulthood and aging. Our services include special 
education advocacy for school-age children, transition 
planning for young adults, life skills development, employment 
support, benefits navigation and advocacy, and a range of 
residential living options. At every stage, our work is rooted 
in partnership: honoring each individual’s goals while helping 
them build independence, confidence, and connection to their 
community.

In 2025, JF&CS supported 1,304 people with disabilities and 
their families. We responded to a 22% increase in helpline 
inquiries, expanded participation in our day programs, 
broadened skill‑building and community‑based offerings, and 
introduced a health and wellness curriculum—enhancing our 
clients’ physical and emotional well-being.

By providing holistic, coordinated support across the lifespan, 
JF&CS helps people with disabilities build independent, 
purposeful lives.

BUILDING  
MOMENTUM  
TOWARD  
INDEPENDENCE

When Elana began working with JF&CS, 
she was focused on building the skills she 
would need to live more independently. 
She started by strengthening daily 
living skills at home—planning meals, 
managing a budget, and caring for her 
family dog. As her confidence grew, 
she set her sights on employment. 
With individualized support from our 
team, Elana secured a job at a local 
audiovisual company, where she 
continues to thrive.

That success opened the door to new 
goals, including expanding her financial 
literacy and planning for greater 
independence. Today, Elana is actively 
working toward her goal of moving into 
her own apartment—guided by her own 
determination and supported every step 
of the way by JF&CS.

ElanA

People with 
Disabilities

BUILDING INDEPENDENCE AND BELONGING THROUGH LIFELONG SUPPORT 

Advanced independence for 

1,304
 people with disabilities

Earned  

gold-standard accreditation  
for in-home supports for individuals with complex  

disabilities and their caregivers

Helped 22% more people  
navigate disability-related issues through our helplines
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As our population ages, older adults and 
their caregivers face mounting challenges. 
Rising care costs, shrinking support 
networks, and increasing loneliness 
intersect with the growing prevalence of 
chronic illness, neurological disease, and 
other age-related conditions.
JF&CS offers a continuum of services designed to help 
older adults remain safe, connected, and respected. Our 
programs include professional care management through 
Your Elder Experts, support for people living with dementia 
and Parkinson’s disease, services for Holocaust survivors, 
spiritual and communal care, and practical guidance 
through housing, health, and end-of-life decisions. 

Over the last year, we expanded both the reach and impact 
of this work as we supported 4,250 people in aging with 
dignity. In 2025, we deepened our support for Holocaust 
survivors, broadened access to culturally responsive 
wellness programming in our home base of Waltham, and 
brought our proven approaches to supporting people living 
with dementia and their care partners to a national stage.

As the older adult population continues to grow rapidly—
and more families find themselves navigating aging-related 
decisions—we will continue to expand and tailor our 
services to help older adults and their caregivers through 
the later stages of life.

NAVIGATING  
CHANGE,  
TOGETHER
David was worried—and exhausted. He 
loved his mother, Ruth, deeply, but as her 
dementia progressed, the responsibility of 
making the right decisions for her care felt 
overwhelming. 

David reached out to JF&CS after an 
incident at Ruth’s independent living 
community made clear that she needed 
more care than the residence could provide. 
A seasoned JF&CS care manager stepped 
in immediately—advocating within the 
residence, helping David navigate complex 
family dynamics, and identifying a setting 
better suited to Ruth’s evolving needs. She 
coordinated every aspect of the transition, 
ensuring continuity of care and minimizing 
disruption during a stressful time.

Today, Ruth has settled into her new home 
and appears calmer and more engaged. 
David, in turn, has peace of mind knowing 
his mother is safe, supported, and in the 
right place.

Names changed to protect client privacy.

David

Older Adults
EXPERT CARE AND CONNECTION TO SUPPORT AGING WITH DIGNITY

for …

Helped 4,250people age with dignity 

Assisted 954 people in navigating  
aging-related challenges through our helplines and  

care management services

Trained 1,209 professionals  
who work with older adults



Board of Directors

Executive Team
Gail Schulman 

Chief Executive Officer

Elayne Weinstein 
Chief Financial Officer

Karen Silverman 
Chief Advancement Officer

Betsy Kelder 
Chief People and  

Operations Officer

Sara Freedman 
Senior Director,  

CHAI Disability Services  
and Agency Initiatives

Noah Feldman 
Director, Center for Early 

Relationship Support

Renée Markus Hodin 
Director, Services for  

Older Adults 

Financial 
        Report AGENCY LEADERSHIP

Susan Abraham
Hedy Adler

Matthew Appelstein
Michelle Black

Leigh Colvin
Morea Cutler

Karen Deresiewicz

Edward Feinberg
Jose Fridman

Nora Friedman
Joan Wasser Gish

Mara Riemer Goldstein
David Goldstone

Robin Gross

Steven Kaitz
Scott Krentzman
Patti McWeeney

Shirley Sperling Paley
Larry Schoen

Lori Shaer
Alexandra Simes

Steven Weil 
President

Lewis Pearlson 
President-Elect

Kimberly Creem
Vice President

Adam Suttin
Treasurer

Shari Cashman
Clerk

Andrew Pearlstein
Immediate Past President

REVENUE
$30.2M

Government       
Philanthropy
CJP    
Service Fees

EXPENSES
$30.2M
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20%

8%

20%

EXPENSES 59%11%

18%

8%

4%
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It is with deep gratitude that we recognize 
our good friends in the community  

who have made an annual contribution of $1,000 
or more to Jewish Family & Children’s Service 
during our Fiscal Year 2025. These contributions, 
along with those from all our supporters, provide 
critical funds that enable JF&CS to provide a wide 
breadth of integrated social services under one roof 
and to be a source of support to the thousands of 
people we serve each year.

KAVOD SOCIETY

$1,000,000+ 
The Berlin Family Foundation 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
Conference on Jewish Material  
Claims Against Germany

$250,000+
Anonymous (1)
Carol & James (z”l) Herscot
The Klarman Family Foundation
Melvyn B. Krauss Trust
Benjamin D. & Ruby G. Schulman 
Foundation

$100,000+
Anonymous (1)
Ruth Ann & Dr. Edward Feinberg
Steve & Stephanie Kasok
Alison Poorvu Jaffe & Daniel Jaffe 
Saul & Gitta Kurlat Charitable Foundation
The Morningstar Family Foundation
Ride for Food
The Stahl Family Fund

$50,000+
The Abbey Group
Janis Robbins & Edward Bell
David Bernstein & Tanya Fokina
Deena (z”l) & Michael Blau
J.E. & Z.B. Butler Foundation
Cummings Foundation
Danielle & Gregg Darish
Frieze Family Foundation

Julie & Anthony Goschalk
Suzanne & Steven Kaitz
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Mazzella Family Charitable Fund
Daniel & Betty Ann (z”l) Miller
Jessica & Chuck Myers
One8 Foundation
Lorri Simches Owades &  
Gordon Owades

Point32Health Foundation
The Ruderman Family Foundation
Arthur C. Sands 2022 Revocable Trust
Barbara & Edward M. Scolnick
Lori & Jonathan Shaer
Susan & James Snider
Wolfensohn Family Foundation
Candice & Howard Wolk

$25,000+
Anonymous (2)

The Beker Foundation 
Michelle & Darren Black
Ronald G. Casty Family Foundation 
Ronald Casty 
Nicole Casty Vignati & John Vignati

Charlesbank Homes Foundation
Trustees under the Will of 
 Herman Dana Trust

Ami Kuan Danoff & William A. Danoff
Karen & Bob Deresiewicz 
Charles H. Farnsworth Trust
Rev. John H. Finley IV
Nanette & Jose Fridman
Jon K. Hirschtick & Randy Gollub

Penny & Lawrence Goodman
Beth & Lawrence Greenberg
The Janey Fund Charitable Trust
David & Stephanie Javaheri
Julie Riven Jaye & Barry Jaye
Marcia & Louis A. Kamentsky
Rita J. and Stanley H. Kaplan Family 
Foundation, Inc. 
Nancy Kaplan Belsky & Dr. Mark Belsky  
Susan B. Kaplan 
Scott Kaplan Belsky 
Gila K. Belsky Modell

Deborah & David Marcus
The Kathryn and Douglas O’Brien 
Family Fund

Marilyn & Dale Okonow
Eric & Shirley Paley

Heidi & Lewis Pearlson
Barbara Wasserman &  
Andrew Pearlstein

Rabb Family Foundations
Steven & Dana Robbins
Burton D. (z”l) & Gloria Rose

Karen & David Rosenberg
Lawrence J. & Anne Rubenstein 
Charitable Foundation

Lauren E. & Mark H. Rubin
Todd Ruderman Family Fund
The Schechter Foundation 
Gail & David Schechter

Rosalyn & Richard (z”l) Slifka
Harold and Anna S. Ullian  
Charitable Foundation 
Steven Meyer, Trustee 
Benjamin Meyer, Trustee

Thank  
     you!

TIKKUN OLAM SOCIETY | $10,000 – $24,999 

Anonymous (8)
Susan & Andrew Abraham
Hedy & David Adler / The Kangesser 
Foundation

The Lassor & Fanny Agoos Charity Fund 
Rae and Aaron Alberts Foundation Fund
Judi & Matthew Appelstein
Karen Tucker & Jerry Avorn
Charles F. Bacon Trust
Jacqueline Bechek
The Hy and Greta Berkowitz 
Foundation

Leslie & Stephen Bernstein
The Bilezikian Family Foundation
Isabelle & Scott Black
Jane Blauvelt
Cindy & Mark Blotner
The Boston Foundation
Brookline Community Foundation
Bushrod H. Campbell and  
Adah F. Hall Charity Fund

Shari & Robert Cashman
Naomi & Walter Chucnin Foundation 
Helaine Hartman 
Alisa & Todd Ente 
Christian & Josh Kablotsky

Nicole & Brian Clark
Betsy & Eric Cohen
Leslie & Alan Crane
Kimberly & Gary Creem
Meredith & James Cutler
Sunitha Das & Das Narayandas
The Dibner Charitable Trust of 
Massachusetts

Michelle & Andrew Feinberg
Julie Lipsett & Stephen B. Feinberg
Jeff & Loren Feingold
The Gerald and Judith Feldman 
Charitable Foundation

Judith Feldman, MD
The William R. Fenoglio Foundation
The Fitzgerald Family Foundation
Dan Fogelman
Carol & Norton Foxman
The Frankel Family
Mark & Carolyn Friedman

Joan Wasser Gish & Jason Gish
David & Melissa Goldstone
Gordon Family Foundation
Cora & Lawrence Gordon
Pamela & Gerard Graf
Robin Gross & Anthony Lehv
Melissa & Aaron Grossman
Ellen Cohen & Daniel Haber
Rabbi Abraham Halbfinger and 
Charlesview Charitable Fund at 
Charlesview, Inc.

HarperCollins
Hebrew Free Loan Society Fund
The Jewish Federations of  
North America

Sumner Roy Kates Charitable Trust
Jamie Grossman & Bob Kinder
Rachel Coben & Roger Klein
Diana Korzenik
Bruce Kothmann
Charles Krasnow
Amy & Scott Krentzman
Massachusetts Bar Foundation
Patricia McWeeney
The Miriam Fund
Barbara R. Newman
John J. McDonnell and  
Margaret T. O’Brien Foundation

Rabbi Suzanne & Andy Offit
Marlene & Gary Perkins
Susan I. Permut
Robin Neiterman & Adam Puritz
PSG Equity
Dr. Steven & Maxine (z”l) Rubin
The Saab Family Foundation
Luly & Maurice Samuels
Margaret & Larry Schoen
Dennis Schuman Charitable 
Foundation 

Professor Benson P. Shapiro &  
Mrs. Norma L. Shapiro

Deborah Stein Sharpe & James Sharpe
Rachel Kangisser Sher & Philip Sher
Alexandra & Jody Simes
Stephanie & Brian Spector

Tovah Day & Moshe Spinowitz 
Hope & Adam Suttin
Sandy & Jack Swartz
Suzan & Wayne Ushman
Walk for Hunger
Julie & Steven Weil
Lorre Beth Polinger & Donald Wertlieb
Alice L. White Foundation
Wodecroft Foundation
Marla & Jeffrey Wolk
Y & R Charitable Trust 
Lisa Y. Rourke

Irwin H. Young
Victoria & Marc Zissman

Mindy Pollack-Fusi 
Early on, Mindy’s parents instilled in her 
the importance of giving back. After her 
father passed away suddenly at 93, Mindy 
took on responsibility for overseeing her 
mother’s care. She was deeply moved by the 
dedication of her mother’s caregivers—and 
she noticed the stark difference between 
those who could access high-quality care 
and those who could not. 

To honor her parents’ legacy, Mindy has 
chosen to support JF&CS services that help 
older adults age with dignity. “JF&CS is the 
epitome of tikkun olam—the Jewish value 
of repairing the world,” she says. “The staff 
are skilled, warm, and deeply committed 
to compassionate care. I am so pleased to 
help ensure elder services are available to 
people who need them most.”
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CHESSED SOCIETY | $5,000 – $9,999

Anonymous (7)
Robin & Joel Abrams
American Parkinson Disease 
Association Massachusetts Chapter

Robin & Philippe Amouyal
Deborah Freedman Belt & Erik Belt
Bernard G. & Nancy J. Berkman 
Foundation

Harvey B. Berman
Jean Levitt Birnberg
Boston Bar Foundation
Laurie & Richard Brownstein
Lynda and Jeffrey Bussgang
Shirley Chatis Revocable Trust
Jill Cohen
Roberta Cohn
Leigh Colvin & Michael Exter
Debbi & Michael Coran
Eisai USA Foundation
Susan Englander
Resa & David Eppler
Peggy & David Fineman
Laure Abadi-Garnick & Hal Garnick
Linda & Arthur (z”l) Gelb
Tracy Fischer & Cary Geller
Ginsberg/Kaplan Foundation
Mara Riemer Goldstein &  
Robert Goldstein

The William J.J. Gordon Family 
Foundation

Teri & Bruce Gorsky
Marcy D’Agostine &  
Kenneth Grandberg

Marla Choslovsky &  
Paul Greenberg

Gail Mann & Harvey Hurvitz
Ben Kahrl
Keel Foundation
Rachel & Bryan Koplow
Linda Kaplan (z”l) &  
Jeffrey L. Kraines

Charlie & Elka Kuhlman
Peter Leavitt
Lori & Frederic Leif
The Levin Family

Drs. Meredith Talbot & David Litvak
M&T Bank | M&T Charitable 
Foundation

Katherine & John McDonough
Judith Neiterman
Network of Jewish Human Service 
Agencies 

Operation Elf
Dr. Beverly Siegal & Richard Peiser
The Perpetual Benevolent Fund
Katharine C. Pierce Trust
Leslie & Kenneth Pucker
Morris M. Rand Memorial 
Foundation

Marla & Robert Rosenbloom
Naomi & Michael Rosenfeld
Sandra & William Rosenfeld
Rosenfield Family 
James P. Rosenfield 
Eliot Rosenfield & Anna Hoover 
Zachary Rosenfield 
Libby Rosenfield & Eric Price

Marilyn H. & Mitchel S. Ross
Michelle & Nathan Sandals
The Saul Family
Wendy Scheinfeld
Nancy Schon
Philip & Hope Shir (z”l)
Sisterhood Temple Emanuel
Susan Florence Smith
Ann E. Berman &  
Samuel S. Spektor, Jr.

Onir & Jeffrey Spiegel
Lisa & Andy Sussman
Temple Emanuel of Newton Kaddish 
Group

The TJX Foundation
TPx
The VanDernoot Family  
Kathleen & Joshua VanDernoot 
Polly & Richard VanDernoot 
Nicole & Jared Hirsch

Visiting Angels Foundation
Sue & Jerry (z”l) Wacks
Ellen Westheimer
Herbert O. Wolfe Foundation

TZEDAKAH SOCIETY | $2,500 – $4,999

Anonymous (8)
Assisting Hands Home Care
Deena & Michael Baker
Dr. Laurie Hammer &  
Dr. David Bear

Bear-Sontz Family Foundation
Lori Rutter & Jeff Behrens
Leo H. Bendit Charitable Foundation
Nancy & David Berman
Kay & Peter Bernon
Robin Skirboll & Mark Blecher
Margot (z”l) & Kurt Bloch
Rachel & Laurence Chafetz
Congregation Eitz Chayim
Tina & Harvey Crosby
Michael & Helen Cyker Charitable 
Foundation

Dorit Harverd & Richard Dale
Shelley & Mark A. Derby
Sherry Dickerman
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
Kerry & Michael Epstein
Sherry Katz & Mark Farber
Barbara Goldman & David Fine (z”l)
Tamar & Kenneth Frieze
Sharon & Walter Gillett
Joyce and Irving Goldman Family 
Foundation 

Marni Grossman
The Hamilton Company Charitable 
Foundation

Rita Goldberg & Oliver Hart
Barbara Hayes Family Foundation
The Hillel Foundation at  
Tufts University Inc.

Rachel Chiel Katz & David Katz
Kerem Shalom 

Ellen & Aaron Kischel
Margie Boone Klavens &  
Jonathan Klavens

Rachel & Robert Kramer
Laura Cohen & Philip Kriger
John P. Laucus Foundation
Judy Leary
Pamela & Steven Lesser
Lisa & Stuart Lewtan
Liz Durstine-Lipkind &  
Alan Lipkind

Arlene & Norman Meisner
Annette Furst & Jim Miller
Brian O’Sullivan
Sonia & Joel Passer
Susan Patkin
Laura & Steven M. Peck
Sylvia & Benjamin Perlman
Lori Polachek
Herb and Sandy Pollack Family 
Charitable Fund

Judy Dein & Alan Reisch
Rockland Trust Charitable 
Foundation

Jay & Alyssa Rosenbaum
Carol & David Rosenthal
Hilary & Matthew Rosenthal
Danielle Schlesier
Gail Schulman & Bob Sullaway
Stephanie & Jeffrey Schwartz
Jack Shaio
Risa Shames & Neil Silverston
Joseph Spivack
Elizabeth & Adam Stavisky
Rhonda & Carl Steeg
Ezra Newman & Yael Steinberg

Ann Hartstein & Cathy Stern
Norman (z”l) & Carol Tasgal
Temple Beth Elohim
Walnut Street Minyan
Ann & Jon Weber 
Martha Bugbee & Andy Weitzman
Susan & Dr. Richard Wilk
Deborah Goldberg & Michael Winter
Alison Wintman

CHAVERIM SOCIETY | $1,000 – $2,499

Anonymous (26)
Rachel & Martin Abramson
Barbara & Donald Accetta
Susan & Aron Ain
Robert R. Ain
Shirley Hui & Robert Allen
Roberta Isberg & Seth Alper

Jane & Mark Alpert
Rebecca Drill & Peter Alpert
Rebecca Alpert
Lori Kagan & Bill Altman
Susan L. Ansin
Janet & Bernard Aserkoff
Lestra Litchfield & Steven Atlas

Jill & Rabbi Marc Baker
Dina & Ron Becker
Elana & Evan Beckman
Joshua & Suellen Beiser
Mandy & David Belfort
Deb Gaffin & Richard Bennett
Peggy Lowenstein & Steven Berez

Morea Cutler,  
The Berlin Family 

Foundation 
As Executive Director of the Berlin Family 
Foundation, Morea Cutler brings both 
professional expertise and firsthand 
experience to her philanthropic leadership. 
Trained as a social worker, she began her 
career supporting children facing mental 
health challenges, and her involvement 
with JF&CS has reinforced her belief in 
coordinated, whole-family support. That 
perspective helped inspire the Berlin Family 
Foundation’s transformational $3 million 
commitment to JF&CS—the largest in the 
agency’s history.

The gift establishes the Berlin Center for 
Family Resilience, a multifaceted initiative 
to help families thrive by connecting them to 
mental health supports, economic mobility 
services, and guidance for parents and 
caregivers. It reflects the vision of JF&CS’s 
“Under One Roof” strategy: addressing 
challenges early, looking at the full family 
unit, and responding with flexibility as needs 
evolve, especially amid rising demand and 
shrinking public resources.

 “Strong families are the cornerstone of 
strong communities,” says Morea. “We 
hope this investment will be a catalyst 
for innovation and resilience at JF&CS, 
and inspire others to join us in supporting 
vulnerable families.”

Sandra and William 
Rosenfeld

Sandi and Bill Rosenfeld have supported 
JF&CS for more than three decades. When 
their children were young, they became 
involved as volunteers with Family Table—
an experience that made philanthropy 
tangible and personal. “Food is elemental,” 
Bill reflects. “Everybody knows how hard it 
is to do anything when you’re hungry.” 

Over the years, Sandi and Bill have 
increased their giving annually to help 
JF&CS keep pace with rising costs and 
growing need. Their support reflects a 
sustained commitment to strengthening the 
local systems the community relies on.
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Liz Baum & Bill Berman
Bethesda Lodge #30
Cheryl Bettigole
Sarah Martin & Matan Bisk
Jessica Daniels & Paul Blackborow
Barbara Blauer
Susan & Louis Bley
Jordana & Scott Bluestein
Arlene Rosenberg & Andrew Bond
Jennifer & Jonathan Bornstein
Jill & Jon Bovarnick
Harriet & Jeffrey Brand
Alison & Barry Braunstein
Rick & Sandra Bringhurst

Stephen Brown
Sara & Stephen Brown
Meg Drew & Douglas Brum
Toby & Alan Burton Bulotsky
Claire & Daniel B. Caine
Tammi Levy-Cantor & Michael Cantor
Sophie Rosen & Jared Cohen
Jay Cohen
Peter S. & Jane Coleman
Community Foundation for MetroWest
Congregation Beth El-Atereth Israel
Amy & James Cook
Drs. Miriam Leeser & Robert Cooper
Senator Cynthia Creem &  
Harvey Creem

Sharon & Gary Curhan
Marilyn & Andre Danesh
Daughters Fund
Toby & Bert Davidson
Jessica & Aaron Davis
Erica N. Quigley & Eric J. Demicco
Dr. Alan Diamond
Digital Federal Credit Union
Jean Weinberg & Mark Dinaburg
Tanya Domogalla
Jeremy Kaim Doniger
Madelyn & Bruce Donoff (z”l)
Jennifer & Jeffrey Drucker
Carol Bernstein-Eckstein &  
Martin Eckstein

Ronni & Amos Eisenberg
Samuel Engel & Anne Freeh Engel
Ariella Evenzahav
Susan & Dino Farina
Bruce Bell & Judith D. Feins
Sarah Pearlstein Fentin &  
Michael Fentin

Laura & Cary Feuerman
Barbara Fishman
Elizabeth Forman
Mary & Annuel (z”l) Forman
Yulika & Samuel Forman
Matan Fox
Arlene S. Franklin
Alison Freedman
Debra Ankeles & Robert Freedman
Barbara & Ivor W. Freeman
Brenda & Harvey Freishtat

Jeanne Gabbay
Diana & David Gaffin
Rita & Herbert Gann
The Joseph and Anna Gartner 
Foundation

Alan & Julia Gilbert
Barbara Fain & Jason Gilbert
Kenneth Gold
Judith & Rich Goldman
Alisa Goldstein
Mark Goloboy
Rechelle & J. Bruce Gordon
Kenneth Gordon
Janet Segal & Neal Green
Sylvia E. Green
Lily Rabinoff-Goldman &  
Rabbi Hillel Greene

The Steven K. & Winifred A. Grinspoon 
Foundation

Elayne L. Grossbard
Abigail Fierman & Michael Grossman
Reuben and Lizzie Grossman 
Foundation

Lauren & John Guley
Lynn & Sheldon Hanau
Elizabeth & Steven Handler
Carol & Bruce Haskin
Elliot & Kim Herman
Julia & Eitan Hersh
Gerald Hershkowitz
Regina E. Herzlinger
Jennifer Rathbun & David Herzog
Cecile & Mark Hoffman
Linda & Tim Holiner
Rita & Donald L. Hurwitz
Shelley & Jonathan Isaacson
Mark Knobel & Nina Isakovich
Anne Jacobs
Anita Jamieson
Cynthia & Andrew Janower
Sandra Marwill & James Jampel
Diane & Robert Jaye
The Jewish Women’s Endowment Fund 
of the North Shore

Elizabeth & Daniel Jick
David de Graaf & Rachel Kalikow
Susan & Bill Kams
Leslie & Alan Kaplan

Jill & Stephen R. Karp
Aubrey & Roleen Katz
Lee Arthurs & Judith Kessler
Rhan Kim
Susan R. Kahn & Daniel Kirschner
Rebecca & Mark Kirshenbaum
Terry & Stuart Kleeman
Robin Wolk & David Klein
Ronnie & Richard Klein
Ilene Knopping & Clifford Kolovson
Lauren & Jerald Korn
Joshua & Selena Chana Kutin
Labowe Family Foundation
Julie & Mark Lampie
Hana & Dan Lang
Marcia & Alan Leifer
Elsie Levin
Carol & Harold Levin
Nancy Schwartz & Michael Levinger
Sheryl & Scott Lezberg
Jeffrey Lorch
Sylvia & Jack S. Knopp &  
Beatrice & Maxwell Lottor Fund

Gami Maislin
Mina Makarious
Joan & Thomas Malone
Julie Gardner Mandel, PhD
Deborah & Jeffrey Mann
Marblehead Female Humane Society
Susan & Harry Margolis
Mass General Brigham
Stefan McDonough
Janet & Robert H. Mendelsohn
Jordan Meranus
Meyerhardt Family
Paula & Allen Mitchell
Sara L. Rubin & David L. Montanari
Margaret A. Moses
Sarah Fishman & Michael Newman 
Charitable Fund

Nancy J. Nitikman
The Novack Family
Leslie & Robert Ogan

Judith Tick & Stephen Oleskey
Elizabeth Waksman &  
Darren Orbach

Diana & Noah Orenstein
Gail & Jay Pearlstein
Lisa Pemstein
Pinewood Acres Children’s Charity, Inc.
Andrew Plaut
Ilissa F. Kimball Povich & Lon Povich
Seth Priebatsch
Suzanne Priebatsch
Irene Probstein
Suzanne & Bernard Pucker
Rebecca & Jeremy Rabson
Jacalyn Rosenblatt & Benjamin Raby
Alan & Eva Radding
Marc Reardon
Jeffrey Remis
Laura Robichek
The Rome Charitable Trust
Mallory Rome
Elaine Rosen
Gary Belowich & Julie Rosen
Rebecca Fine & Scott Rosen
Robert Roth
Martha & Max Rubinstein Family 
Foundation

Jill Block & Wade Rubinstein
Yvonne & Barry Sacks
Adam Saltz
Jodi & David Saltzman
Richard Samuels
Schechter Boston Families
Lauren & Eric Schoenfeld
Ellen & Sheldon Schwartz
Carol & Howard Seplowitz
Larissa Serebryanaya
Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro &  
Daniel Shapiro

Sharon Men’s Club
Bonnie & Joel Shelkrot
Ruth Shir
Jennifer K. Silver

Adam Silverman
Karen & Robbie Silverman
Sam Silverman
A. Bernard Guekguezian & Amy 
Simon

Amy M. Weiss &  
Jonathan E. Slutzman

Lisa J. Danetz & Craig R. Smith
Miriam Smulow
Richard Sokolow &  
Michelle Harris (z”l)

Meli Solomon
Janet & Alan Spillert
Marjorie Cohen Stanzler &  
Paul Stanzler

The Allen A. Stein Family Foundation, 
Inc.

Rosa Hallowell & Mark Stein
Melissa & Matthew Stein
Sheryl Kalis & Adam Steinberg
Jennifer & Seth Stier
Jordan & Sarah Stone & Family
Jonathan Teich
Temple Emanuel – Minyan Ma’or
Temple Emunah
Temple Isaiah Sisterhood
Temple Tiferet Shalom
Anne & Bruce Tribush
Laura & David Tubman
Ilana Saraf & James Tulsky
Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America

US Aging
Gail Walker
Jackie & Alan Weinstein
Lisa Kempler & Bruce Weinstock
Susan Weiss
Jo Wellins
Caryl I. Goodman &  
Austin J. Wertheimer

Paula Wittman
Pamela & Milton Yanofsky
Dana & Scott Yaphe

Melvyn B. Krauss  
(1938–2023), z”l

Melvyn B. Krauss, an eminent economist 
who came from modest beginnings in 
Brooklyn, New York, maintained a lifelong 
focus on helping people in need. He felt 
blessed to have the resources to support 
a range of charitable causes and gave 
generously without expecting anything in 
return. When discussing philanthropy, he 
would sometimes say simply, “It’s time to 
do a mitzvah.”

Addressing food insecurity was especially 
important to Melvyn, as was directing his 
funds to programs that were effective and 
efficient. He believed in the responsibility 
of the Jewish community to help all families 
facing hardship. Through his legacy, 
Melvyn is helping improve the lives of the 
thousands of people who turn to JF&CS 
each year.

   �JF&CS Schechter Holocaust Services receives financing from the Claims Conference (the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany) and also from the Emergency 
Assistance Program for Nazi Victims at the direction of the United States District Court supervising the lawsuit in Re: Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation (Swiss Banks). Social 
services for Jewish Nazi victims have been supported by a grant from the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany. 

(z”l) Of blessed memory

Every effort has been made to ensure an accurate list. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Jill Snider, Director of Donor Engagement, at jsnider@jfcsboston.org or 
781-693-5059.

(photo: Hoover Institution)
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List as of March 2026. Every attempt has been made to produce a complete and accurate list of Tree of Life Society Members. For more 
information or to update our records, please contact Jill Snider, Director of Donor Engagement, at jsnider@jfcsboston.org or 781-693-5059.

(z”l) Of blessed memory

Anonymous (13)
Benjamin Bean (z”l)
Jacqueline Bechek
Wendy Becker
Bruce Bell
Louis Blatt (z”l)
Marlene & David Bohn
Gertrude Brand (z”l)
Reva Brickman (z”l)
Bernard Brodsky (z”l)
Duffy Brodsky (z”l)
Samuel Brooks (z”l)
Magda Burger (z”l)
Israel Caigan (z”l)
Shari & Robert 
Cashman
Nick & Bobbie Chase 
(z”l)
Shirley Chatis (z”l)
Amelio Della Chiesa 
(z”l)
Elizabeth des Cognets 
(z”l)
Debbi & Michael Coran
Judith Feldman, MD
Flora Fox (z”l)

Marion Fox (z”l)
Carol & Norton 
Foxman
Bertha G. Garfin (z”l)
Beatrice R. Goldman 
(z”l)
Evelyn Goldstein (z”l)
Willie J. Goldwasser
Robert Gollance (z”l)
Rose Gouse (z”l)
Harris Grace (z”l)
Joan Green (z”l)
Elizabeth S. Gross (z”l)
Jamie Adess Grossman
Carol & James (z”l) 
Herscot
Muriel Hurovitz (z”l)
Marcia & Louis 
Kamentsky
Phyllis Kaplan (z”l)
Abraham A. Katz (z”l)
Minnie Klaindorf (z”l)
Sheldon Kolodny (z”l)
Diana Korzenik
Vera & Leo Krantsberg 
(z”l)

Melvyn B. Krauss Trust 
Gitta & Saul Kurlat 
(z”l)
Louise P. Kush (z”l)
Steven B. Levine (z”l)
Bernard Lippman (z”l)
Lyman & Patricia 
Marble (z"l)
Rosa Neufeld (z”l)
Maurice S. Neustadt 
(z”l)
Barbara R. Newman
Samuel Newman (z”l)
Barbara Wasserman & 
Andrew M. Pearlstein
Ruth B. Pearson (z”l)
Nathal Poretsky (z”l)
Rabb Family 
Foundations
Burton D. (z”l) & 
Gloria Rose
Rachel & Myron (z”l)  
Rosenblum
Sylvia Rothchild (z”l)
Arthur C. Sands 2022 
Revocable Trust
Manual Schneider (z”l)

An anonymous 
benefactor in memory 
of Ben & Ruby 
Schulman (z”l)
Gail Schulman & Bob 
Sullaway
Charlotte S. Schwartz 
(z”l)
Abraham Shaffer (z”l)
Norma & Ben Shapiro
Philip & Hope Shir (z”l)
Debra L. Shrier
Jill T. Snider
Morris Snieder (z”l)
Rhonda & Carl Steeg
Sandy & Jack Swartz
Suzan & Wayne 
Ushman
S. Ruth Vigman (z”l)
Bernice Wagner (z”l)
Edith Weinbaum (z”l)
Ruth & Bill Weinstein
Heidi N. Gitelman & 
David C. Willoughby
Wendy Wilsker
Joyce Zakim

We are honored to recognize the following individuals who have created  
a legacy by naming JF&CS as a beneficiary in their will or estate plan.

1430 Main Street | Waltham, MA 02451
 jfcsboston.org | 781.647.JFCS (5327)



You can even name JF&CS as a 
beneficiary of a retirement account 
such as an IRA or 401(k). Bequests 
are easy to write, changeable at  
any time, and cost nothing during 
your lifetime. 

For questions or more information on 
how you can help ensure the future 
of JF&CS, please contact Jill Snider, 
Director of Donor Engagement,  
at jsnider@jfcsboston.org or  
781-693-5059.

You can make a gift that will transform the work  
of JF&CS for generations to come—with a 

bequest made through your will or living trust.

“�AS MY ANCESTORS PLANTED  
   FOR ME BEFORE I WAS BORN,  
     SO DO I PLANT FOR THOSE  
               WHO WILL COME AFTER ME.”   
						      –�TALMUD, TA’ANIT 23:A

JOIN OVER 90 GENEROUS  
MEMBERS OF THE JF&CS  

TREE OF LIFE SOCIETY TODAY!


