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VICE ADMIRAL JOSEPH R. BUZZELLA

COMMANDER, PACIFIC AREA
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

ice Admiral Joseph Buzzella assumed his duties as Commander, Pacific

Area on March 26, 2026. He previously served as the Acting Commander

since July 18, 2025. He serves as the operational commander responsible
for all Coast Guard missions westward from the Rocky Mountains across the
Indo-Pacific, Arctic and Antarctic regions, to the coast of eastern Africa. He
concurrently serves as the Commander, Defense Force West and provides
Coast Guard operational support to the Department of War.

Vice Admiral Buzzella’s previous flag assignments include Commander, Coast Guard Southwest District, and
the Director of Force Development (J-7), U.S. Cyber Command.

Vice Admiral Buzzella is a career aviator flying multiple aircrafts including the HH-65 Dolphin Helicopter,
HU-25 Falcon Jet, MH-65 Dolphin Helicopter, and MH-60 Jayhawk Helicopter. He has served at numerous air
stations throughout his career to include: Coast Guard Air Station Miami, Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod,
Coast Guard Air Station San Francisco, and Command of Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City. Additionally,
he served as the Sector Commander of Coast Guard Sector-Air Station San Diego, where he was also the
Captain of the Port.

Vice Admiral Buzzella has served in various staff tours including Assistant Director and Budget Program
Reviewer; Special Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Deputy Director of the Chairman’s
Action Group; Chief of Staff for the Eleventh (now Southwest) Coast Guard District; and Chief of the Coast
Guard Office of Emerging Policy and Strategic Foresight (DCO-X).

Vice Admiral Buzzella holds a Master’s in National Security Strategy from the National War College, a Master’s
in Public Administration from Harvard University, and a Master’s in Quality Systems Management specializing
in Homeland Security from the National Graduate School. He is a former Harvard University John F. Kennedy
School of Government Public Service Fellow.

Vice Admiral Buzzella began his Coast Guard career as part of Recruit Company Bravo-123. He graduated
from Coast Guard Enlisted Basic Training at Cape May, New Jersey in 1986 and served as a reservist at Coast
Guard Group Miami. He was then selected to attend the Naval Academy Preparatory School and subsequently
graduated from the Coast Guard Academy in 1992. Following graduation, he served as a Deck Watch Officer
aboard the CGC Spencer and CGC Vindicator, and was designated as Coast Guard Aviator Number 3293 after
completing U.S. Naval Flight Training in 1996.

THE COAST GUARD FOUNDATION

GUARDIAN AWARD

IN LOVING MEMORY, AND IN RECOGNITION OF LASTING
CONTRIBUTIONS, PRESENTED POSTHUMOUSLY TO

CAPTAIN MICHAEL INMAN, USCG (RET.)

The Coast Guard Foundation posthumously honors Captain Michael Inman, USCG (Ret.), with
its prestigious Guardian Award in recognition of his enduring contributions to the United States
Coast Guard, the Coast Guard Foundation, and the Pacific Northwest maritime community.

Captain Inman dedicated 30 years of distinguished service to the United States
Coast Guard before retiring in 2010. In retirement, he continued his lifelong commitment
to service as a passionate advocate, generous benefactor, and steadfast volunteer
for the Coast Guard Foundation. For more than a decade, Mike served on the
Dinner Committee for this event, assuming the role of Chair in 2019.

Beyond his leadership, Mike embodied an extraordinary personal commitment to
the Foundation’s mission. A humble yet devoted philanthropist, his quiet generosity
reflected a deep and abiding belief in the Foundation’s work and an unwavering
dedication to the men and women of the United States Coast Guard.

The Guardian Award is one of the Coast Guard Foundation’s highest honor, presented to individuals whose
service, sacrifice, and dedication have made an extraordinary impact on the Coast Guard community.




COAST GUARD FOUNDATION
SALUTE TO THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN SEATTLE

AWARDEE

AIR STATION ASTORIA | AIR STATION PORT ANGELES

During historic flooding in Western Washington in December 2025, Coast
Guard aircrews conducted a lifesaving rescue of four individuals trapped in
a flooded residence in Sumas, Washington.

Aircrews from Coast Guard Air Stations Port Angeles, Washington, and Astoria, Oregon,
responded in coordination with Whatcom County Fire District 14 and the U.S. Border Patrol, whose
efforts were impeded by impassable flood conditions.

Rapidly rising floodwaters, reaching depths of eight to ten feet, had forced the occupants into
their attic and prevented ground responders from accessing the home.

Operating in a challenging environment marked by limited landing options and ongoing flood
hazards, both aircrews were tasked to perform precise hoisting operations directly from the inun-
dated home in the hopes of safely rescuing the occupants.

Upon arrival, a MH65 Dolphin helicopter crew from Air Station Port Angeles deployed a rescue
swimmer directly onto the roof of the home’s porch. Demonstrating exceptional skill and resolve,
the rescue swimmer gained access to the secondstory attic through a window and assisted the
survivors to safety. The helicopter crew successfully hoisted and transported two survivors to
a designated landing zone, while the rescue swimmer remained on scene with the remaining
occupants.

An Air Station Astoria helicopter crew arrived immediately thereafter, hoisted the final two
survivors, and safely recovered the rescue swimmer. Both helicopters delivered the evacuees to
emergency medical personnel for evaluation. No injuries were reported.

Through their decisive actions, expertly coordinated teamwork, and unwavering commitment
to mission success, the Coast Guard aircrews saved four lives. Their performance exemplifies the
highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and reflects great credit upon themselves and
the Coast Guard service.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

COCKTAIL RECEPTION SPONSOR
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FAMILY OF COMPANIES

GUARDIAN SPONSORS

Glacier Fish Company & North Star Fishing Company
Grassland Production

Laurence A. Hoch Foundation, Inc.

Marathon Petroleum Corporation

Augustine Rietsema & Diana Slaba

The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

RESCUER SPONSORS

American Seafoods

Carnival Corporation

Centerline Logistics Corporation
First Command Financial Services
General Steamship Corporation
Marine Exchange of Puget Sound

Matson

Morrison Foerster Foundation

N C Power Systems

Ocean Peace Inc.

RADM Keith A. Taylor, USCG (Ret.)
US Oil & Refining Co.




COAST GUARD FOUNDATION

TRAGEDY ASSISTANCE TESTIMONIAL

“Coast Guard aviation is a tight knit group and the rescue swimmer brotherhood even more

so. It hits all of us hard whenever we lose a service member, and losing one in the line of duty is
particularly impactful, whether or not we personally knew the member.

“l have been in this situation. | lost my best friend to an aviation mishap early in my career
and | can tell you firsthand that being able to attend a memorial to say goodbye — to formally
honor the service of a comrade, to take some time to reflect on your friendship and your shared
service, and to be able to commune with the fallen’s loved ones — is extremely important, both
for the grieving process and for allowing us to pick back up and continue on with the mission.

“Despite how important all that is, without the help of the Coast Guard Foundation it would

have been cost prohibitive for these members. Your generosity is the only way our rescue
swimmers were able to make it to the memorial to honor (AST2) Tyler (Jaggers)’s service and
provide comfort to his family.

“As a member of our Air Station Atlantic City leadership, | can’t tell you how meaningful it is
that our rescue swimmers felt supported during this time. Their appreciation is palpable. We
ask a lot of these young men and women. Tyler’s sacrifice is a sobering reminder of how much
they put on the line each and every day in the service of their country. The Coast Guard
Foundation’s generosity was a crucial demonstration that their service is deeply appreciated.
They also saw first-hand the honor and support that would be provided to their own friends and
families should they ever fall. All of this is precisely what will allow them to be ready the next
time the call comes in.”

I CDR DAN CROWLEY, USCG
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE OFFICER, USCG AIR STATION ATLANTIC CITY




COAST GUARD FOUNDATION SUPPORT FOR THE COAST GUARD

YOUR IMPACT IN 2025

In 2025, the Coast Guard Foundation supported Coast Guard members and families across a range of areas, from emergency and tragedy assistance to
education, professional development, and morale and wellness programs.

I EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR EDUCATION

Education remained a cornerstone of the Foundation’s work. In
2025, $925,000 in scholarships were awarded to 255 Coast Guard
dependent children, with individual awards ranging from $2,500
to $5,000. Funding supported students pursuing college degrees
as well as technical and trade school pathways, reducing financial
stress and allowing students to focus on academic and career goals.

Children of Fallen Heroes received additional, sustained support.
Eleven surviving children were awarded Fallen Heroes scholarships
and booster grants, ensuring access to enrichment opportunities
such as after-school and summer programs, and scholarships that
cover 100% of tuition and expenses for college and trade school at
the institution of their choice.

At the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, the Foundation supported ac-
ademic and athletic programs, waterfront activities, and a fueling
station for student-athletes. Partnerships with Academy leadership
also enabled projects that reinforced leadership development and
the service’s core values. Through the generosity of a Coast Guard
Foundation donor, a capable power boat was donated to support
cadet maritime training and sailing programs.

The Foundation invested in professional growth across the ser-
vice. Workforce development programs provided classes and ma-
terials to 349 Coast Guard members pursuing captains’ licenses
and professional credentials, supporting both mission readiness
and transitions to civilian careers. An additional 133 grants helped
members offset the cost of off-duty education.

223 spouses received $1,000 and $2,000 grants to pursue higher
education, professional development, and earn professional certi-
fications; these investments strengthened household stability and
expanded long-term career opportunities.

The Foundation also supported Coast Guard K9 teams, funding
care for working service dogs and specialized training for handlers,
recognizing the operational importance of these teams and the
unique bond they share.

I BUILDING MORALE AND WELLNESS

To support Coast Guard families, the Foundation awarded more
than $416,000 in youth enrichment grants to 921 Coast Guard
children, helping fund summer camps and access to technology for
online learning and enrichment. These opportunities promoted confi-
dence, skill-building, and social connection during the summer break.

Across the service, the Foundation invested more than $1.4 million
in 247 national morale and wellness projects, supporting physical
and mental health for members stationed at sea and in remote lo-
cations. Community-building events such as Coast Guard Day cel-
ebrations and holiday gatherings strengthened unit cohesion and
family support networks.

The Foundation also played a key role in celebrating service mile-
stones. Partnerships with local commissioning committees helped
bring the commissioning ceremonies of four new fast response cut-
ters to fruition. Each cutter received a grant to establish a morale

account, and additional funding supported morale projects across
the fast response cutter fleet.

In partnership with the Coast Guard Chaplain’s office, the
Foundation supported a national effort to strengthen relationships
and resilience across the service. In 2025, the Foundation fund-
ed 58 chaplain-led programs that reached more than 7,100 Coast
Guard members and family members that created meaningful mo-
ments of connection, reflection, and support at units around the
country. From suicide prevention training and marriage enrichment
to unit-based resiliency experiences and spiritual fitness events,
these programs met people where they serve and live.

I SUPPORT DURING TIMES OF CRISIS AND LOSS

As natural disasters affected Coast Guard communities across the
country, the Foundation provided $40,000 in emergency relief to
17 Coast Guard members and their families whose homes were
damaged or destroyed by flooding and wildfires. Disasters included
a glacial dam burst in Juneau, flooding in the Pacific Northwest, and
wildfires in California.

The Foundation provided tragedy assistance to 21 Coast Guard
families following the death of a Coast Guard member or immedi-
ate family member. Members who were critically injured or manag-
ing chronic illness also received financial support to aid in recovery,
and long-term assistance continued for families of Fallen Heroes to
honor their service and sacrifice.




COAST GUARD FOUNDATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES

I OFFICERS Mr. Robert W. Montgomery Mrs. Elizabeth A. Mason I TRUSTEES EMERITUS
Mr. Thomas A. Allegretti Mr. James P. Muldoon Mr. Brian B. A. McAllister ADM Thad W. Allen, USCG (Ret.)
CHAIRMAN Mr. Eric Nagel Mr. Stephen E. Muecke, CFP Mr. Gerald W. Blakeley, Jr.t
RADM J. Timothy Riker, USCGR (Ret.) Ms. Loretta J. Rietsema Mr. James A. O’Hare Mr. Walter E. Blessey, Jr.
VICE CHAIRMAN RADM J. Timothy Riker, USCGR (Ret.) RADM James C. Olson, USCG (Ret.) Mr. Donald T. Bollinger
Ms. Cheryl D. Felder Ms. Judith A. Roos Mr. Raymond R. Oneglia Mrs. Anne B. Brengle
TREASURER CDR Richard M. Symons, USCGR (Ret.) Mr. John D. Parrott Mr. Otto Candies, Jr.t
CDR Richard M. Symons, USCGR (Ret.) Mr. Timothy van Oppen Mr. John Peacock Mr. James T. Caraway
SECRETARY Mr. Roger Wacker Mr. Joseph B. Phair Mr. Michael L. Carthew
Ms. Margaret C. Winters Ms. Kyra Phillips Mr. James J. Coleman, Jr.t
I DIRECTORS Ms. Barbara Pickering Mr. Angus R. Cooper I
Mr. Thomas A. Allegretti i TRUSTEES Mr. Thomas K. Richey Mr. Brosius D’Arcyt
Ms. Alexandra Anagnostis-lrons Mr. Vic Angoco Mr. Augustine K. Rietsema Mr. Robert J. Flynnt
VADM Sally Brice-O’Hara, USCG (Ret.) Mr. William F. Anonsen, USMM (Ret.) CAPT Paul J. Roden, USCG (Ret.) RADM Marshall E. Gilbert, USCG (Ret.)t
Mr. Frederick Brodsky Mr. Joseph P. Buss, Jr. Mr. Luis G. Romero Mr. Lawrence R. Glenn
Mr. Abbott L. Brown CAPT John E. Cameron, USCG (Ret.) Mr. Lawrence S. Ryder Mr. Al A. Gonsoulin
Mr. Christopher B. Chandor Mr. Scott H. Cooper Mr. Jeffrey R. Scholz Mr. Richard J. Grahn
CAPT Charley Diaz, USCG (Ret.) Mr. Naresh W. Copeland Mr. John T. Seaman VADM Richard D. Herr, USCG (Ret.)t
Mr. Lavelle D. Edmondson Mr. Robert Cuthbertson Mr. Philip J. Shapiro Mr. Walter J. Hickel, Jr.
Ms. Cheryl D. Felder CAPT Jeffrey F. Dixon, USCG (Ret.) RADM Duncan C. Smith Ill, USCGR (Ret.) CAPT F. David Hoffman, USCGR (Ret.)
Ms. Jeanne M. Grasso Mr. Jonathon Fischer CAPT Jonathan S. Spaner, USCG (Ret.) Mr. Demosthenis M. Hountalas
Mr. David W. Grzebinski Ms. Charlotte Gentry Mr. Daniel Tadros Mr. William E. Jenkinst
Mr. Wm. David Houghton Ms. Erika Herbert Mr. William Thiele Mr. Clay Maitland
Mr. R. Christian Johnsen MCPOCG Heath B. Jones, USCG (Ret.) Mr. Clark Todd Mr. Jean-Jacques Marie
Mr. Leo Paul Koulos Ms. Beth Kalapos CAPT Thomas Wetherald, USN (Ret.) CAPT John P. Mihlbauer, USCG (Ret.)t
Mr. H. Merritt Lane 11l Ms. Corrine X. Kosar Mr. Delbert Wilkins Mrs. Julie A. Nelson
Mrs. Vera Lannek Mr. Christian A. Lee RDML Jesse A. Wilson, Jr., USN (Ret.) Mr. Joseph H. Pyne
Mr. James Linkous Mr. James Losi Ms. Graciela Yokana Mr. Ross Roedert
Ms. Susan P. Ludwig Ms. Lindsay Malen-Rosa Ms. Christian Calhoun Zubowicz Mr. Steve T. Scalzo
Mr. Ty Miller Mr. John F. Statts

Mr. Roy Vander Putten

t DECEASED
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From the Puget Sound to the open ocean, our people work alongside yours every day.
The Saltchuk family of companies is honored to support those who keep our waters — and our crews — safe.
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Thank you to the U.S. Coast Guard
for being there when we need you

glacierfish.com

F/T ALASKA OCEAN I F/T NORTHERN GLACIER
F/T NORTH STAR | F/T UNIMAK

-l

P .‘
206-298-1200 ' Seattle GLACIER FISH COMPANY®

NORTH STAR
FISHING C2

>'<'ebelution PROUDLY SALUTES

THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN

OF THE UNITED STATES
COASTGUARD.

We appreciate the Coast Guard Foundation's
support for its members and families, and we
express our gratitude on behalf of our team.

With deep respect, we honor the Coast
Guard's dedication to protecting our
waters and saving lives. At ‘

Rebelution, we value leadership, -
commitment, and resilience, '- Vf »
reflecting the Coast Guard's =
mission.”

Rohan Thambrahalli

Founder & President
of Rebelution

@ marketing@rebelutionus.com

@ www.joinrebe



THE LAURENCE HOCH FOUNDATION

IS HONORED TO CONTINUE ITS ONGOING
SUPPORT FOR THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN
OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SERVE!

MARATHON
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Marathon Petroleu m
Corporation salutes th
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U.S.Coast Guard

We're proud to share a common commitment
to safeguarding the security and environmental
sustainability of the waterways.




THANKYOU TO THE HEROIC MEN AND WOMEN OF
THE U.S. COAST GUARD NORTHWEST DISTRICT

AUGUSTINE RIETSEMA & DIANA SLABA
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COAST GUARD FOUNDATION

Guard, assisting the service and its members through the toughest challenges confronting our

heroes and their families. The Foundation’s work strengthens the entire community. Through
close collaboration with Coast Guard leadership, our investments support families, bolster unit
morale, honor the Coast Guard’s service, and more.

For more than 55 years, the Coast Guard Foundation has been a vital partner of the U.S. Coast

Since our founding in 1969, we’ve provided more than $122 million in services to Coast Guard
members and their families. The Coast Guard Foundation ensures Coast Guard members are
always ready, and their families are taken care of while their loved ones serve our country.

Thanks to our generous partners, the Coast Guard Foundation has:

Funded $54 million in education initiatives, helping thousands within the Coast Guard
community — members, spouses, and children — achieve their dreams of higher education

- Awarded more than 20,450 grants to Coast Guard members for college tuition or professional
training, enhancing their duties and setting them up for success after their service ends

Invested $32 million in fitness and wellness services for Coast Guard members’ physical and
mental health

Provided $6.2 million in direct support for families who have suffered the tragic loss of a
loved one or needed critical support during natural disasters and emergencies

The brave members of the Coast Guard sacrifice so much to serve our nation. The Coast Guard
Foundation is committed to providing them and their families the resources they need to build
resilience throughout their lives when it’'s needed most.

COASTGUARDFOUNDATION.ORG - 860-535-0786 ) @ © ©

COAST GUARD
FOUNDATION

UPCOMING EVENTS | 2026

WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, MAY 18 | 7 AM | ARMY NAVY COUNTRY CLUB, FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

SALUTE TO THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN OUR NATION’S CAPITAL
TUESDAY, JUNE 9 | 6:30 PM | NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM, WASHINGTON, DC

SALUTE TO THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN HAWAII
FRIDAY, JULY 24 | 5:30 PM | HO‘OKUPU CENTER, HONOLULU

SALUTE TO THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN ALASKA
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 | 6 PM | THE HOTEL CAPTAIN COOK, ANCHORAGE

SALUTE TO THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN CALIFORNIA
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 | 6:30 PM | THE QUEEN MARY, LONG BEACH

SALUTE TO THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN NEW YORK
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 | 6 PM | THE LIGHTHOUSE AT PIER 61, NEW YORK CITY

SALUTE TO THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN TEXAS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12 | 6 PM | MARRIOTT MARQUIS HOUSTON

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT COASTGUARDFOUNDATION.ORG/EVENTS



https://coastguardfoundation.org/events
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ALL OF OUR CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES CLICK HERE



https://coastguardfoundation.org/ways-to-give/corporate-partnership-opportunities?_ga=2.20521147.2089688515.1772749502-605158684.1770666494

